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was read for information, instr the Co 
Judiciary to inquire into the expediency of making 
itlons in the bill to establ uniform system o! 

roughout the United States ; 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS ana other members objects 

Mr. WELLER calied for the orders of the day 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAG 

The House resumed the consideration of the unfinis oat busi- 
ness, being that branchof the resolution of -_ Punssione, 
roviding for the reference of the annual messa : Presi- 
lent, which is in the following words 

Resolved, Thatso much 
eferred to the Committee 

Which resolution Mr 
nend by 
reac 
Means.” 

Mr. MARSHALL of Kentucky 


alded it for a momentto 








Valin rupt 





heretore as relates to thetariff be 
n Manufactures. 
ATHERT ON I 
striking out the wo : 
and inserting the words 








tofore moved to 
nittee on Manutac 
tee of W ays a a 






was entitled to the floor, but 








r. BARTON of Virginia, who give notiee that he 
would, upon some early day, by resolution or motion, propose 
to amend the 34th rule of House; which is in the following 
words: 

“When two or more members happen to ris ¢ 


e Speaker shal! name ce member 
With the permission of et n 
illoweito say that he ie ) 
knew that, come when it might, 1 cam ‘riptior 
1 motive of wounded vanity. But he 1 Democracy eno 
) prefer the dictation of the Ifouse of Commons to the die 
ation of a King; he had Democracy enor 
potism Of numbers to the despou 
was to transfer 








with t! 








to prefer the 


d his o} 7 





m ota units a 









this arbitrary power which, ut a Violation 
f the rules, he mightsay any Speaker m exercise, from 
number one to the general numbei { tl House. He who 
fell into the hands of a banditti m probably escape, where 





there was no such chance (Mr. B. was understood 


say) tor 
him who fell into the hands of a single robber 
} 








Mr. B. was interrupted in this last sentence by 

Mr. G. DAVIS, who called him to order. °° 

Mr. BARION. 1 have said al! L wish tosay. 

The SPEAKER replie » Mr. G. Davis, that the Speaker 





nan from Virginia, (Mr. 
to Induige him ih itis remarks. 
eave the gentleman from Virg 


would not arrest the Barton] 


ut had been willir 
But, to 









inia trouble, the 
Speaker would inform him that the very os ege the gentle- 
man sought by his motion was already guarantied to him by 
he rules of the House. If, at any time, the Chair transcended 
usuce his selecuon b 






inbers claiming the 
aggrieved might ap- 
ibmit the matter to the 
Butitwas made the imperative duty 
the first instance, to decide the cor tlictiug 
aims to the floor, the words of the rule 
all name,” &c. 
Mr. MARSHALL, in allusion to what 
gentleman from Virginia, {Mr. BaARTon,]|inade an explanation, 
exonerating himself from al! blame in the matter which seemed 
to have given that gentleman so much uneasiness; out of re- 
spect and kindness to one tor whoni no one entertained higher 
respect, and who seemed to have a peculiar anxiet y to obtain 
the floor, he had offered to waive his own right to it, under the 
Speaker’s decision, but the gentleman declined to avail himself 
of the offer. 

Adverting, then, to the question before the House, Mr. M. 
observed that it did not seem to him to involve any difficul ity, 
or justly to authorize the extent of debate to which it had 
given rise: it was a simple question of reference, which, in 
itself, involved no declaration of principle in 
merits, either on one side or the oiher of the much-debated 
question of the tariff. It was a mere question of parliamer.- 
tary propriety, as between two of the standing committees of 
the House, to which of them acertain portion of an Execu 

tive communication should be sent. To Mr. M. it appeared 
that an examination of the language employed by the Presi- 
dentin the communication referredto must at once settle the 
matter. [Here he quoted from the message the 
ferring to an increase of duties.] In these passages he un- 
derstood the President as intending to intimate it as his opi- 
nien that, although duties should in tio case o laid beyond the 
amount of revenne actually needed 1 by the Government, yet 
in the imposition of them Congress might legitimately have 
an especial eye to the protection of the f 
the country, and might so frame its legislation that the taxes 
needed by the Treasury might incidentally contribute to that 

id. {that was the opinionof the President, and Congress 
was called upon by hiin tolay revenne duties with a view to 

1ard the domestic industry of , 


tween two me 
f 
f 


le gentleman considering him 
peal from the decision of the Char, and st 
judgment of the House. 


f the Speaker, int 


belng “the 





Speaker 


had falien from the 





relation to the 









ssages re- 


domestic industry of 








the people iout transcend. 


i2 the — needed by the exigencies of the Treasury, 
could there be 1y question that the Commrtee o » Mauufac 
tures Was thie appropiate « ymniittee to Which to send the por- 




















tiua of the Te Containlig 1 ré iendation Phat 
was the cow mittee under wh t the | } 3 af ianufae 
tures were Officially placed; ' ‘ he new question 
yf parliamentary propriety and fitnesa, the sul : ymuld b 
committed tothem. Yet the mere proposal to giv > matter 
this direction, red tohave sounded a f alarm from o 
eadof the ha rt her Mr. M roftes ih ’ is! 
at what he saw and heard. Though nota y y e was. 
tu be sure, but yi i iber he w wud at 
the exc.teine which had} i ised ou tal 
{ s whl iad | ial £ i ad i a mer 
10 a mt »a i té ibo , 
2 and slave lavor, t ull rts of exciting sub 
a) heen sammo ed tie agita Such we 
ever, hiaving been theca i lebate ha r nro led 
thus far and assumed U wter It now p nted, he pre 
sumed that, accor y tn ind latitude of remark here- 
tofore perm { to iel he would not be out-of 
place ere also express ils Op! iS On SOMme Of the points 


been drawa Int ) discuss ss10n 
¢ yuld be 


whic h ha 
Phere 


nothing so fatal to the peace and to the 


|) 


| 
} 
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unto 1 these & ts is tl 121 Ol t l W 

he interests of slave Jabor should be set j ito » those 

es wor—In Which a Wa W Ver aitier 

ectl of the lon, a3 if their interests were | ile each 

And e idea was at \ 1 to establishe 

he © Government ofthis country could not exertthe power ¢ 
rred upon it by the Constitution to establish a uniform sy 

macy bet wid, Roeel OF Comm Without array! ( hail 

the country against the other, an id benefiung the one at t 

expense of the other Mr. ! mM 3 Views of the general subject 

were Widely different. The fact ivery prevailed in a 








portion of the land, and not 
tion withthe diversity 
ferent portionsof the country, had always struck him as one of | 
the strongest possible cements of our national Unio: What 

furnished a more Certain 
inerce than such a diversity 
for peace and amity 


in another portion, taken In con: 


foundation for 


Or what liad proved 








among different nations of the wer 


















Were ther :dead uniformity in natural productions and in } 
social pursuits, there could exist no mutual exchanges betwee | 
fferent portion the e | uraltendency would 

be to rivalry and dis irai diversity of pr 
fucts andof social habit ctions of t San 
country, or among diffe: y tended, if pas 
sion were absent ) ityand p eal iualpa YeKITV al 
happines i he North to crush 
lave liber? ( lustiy differs { i 

its own, and ci ful source fits pro 
perliy? Or, | l, South haveany { 
rest in prostrating ndustry aud ilot 
their Northern bret } Never, sure soon 
a3 any measure was proposed im that I d, or 
even ¢lanced, at fostering interests In whi if the 
coun'ry was peculiarly concerned, instan 

ed with outeries of Tariff! taritt!—Taxat } 





In theory the doctrine of mene was, he confessed, very 




















mposing. Andif cheory and philosophy had the remodelling | 
of all the State = Caascumenabuanal the world; if a pe 
economist were setup by common consent as judge over a 
the ea if all national rivalries, and national antipathies and 
enmities and prejudices could be softened down by the mer 
force of reason, then indeed it might do to adopt > Maxim, } 
that iadustry and capital must be let alone hat capital w 

find out such investinent nost profita and tnd Vv 
wou! iJiscover that ippiucation of its pow v rn S 





productive, and isilation might look on w 











led hance | 
and admire the free working of the system. Yes, it would be | 
a beautiful spectacle; we should have a perfect Utopia of a 
world True, one nation would sull be richer in ano r, 
{from mere natural advantages oO! posi of extent, of cli 
mate, and of soil. But, alas! political’econ t 


ble thus toarrange things. No 
umpire to settle all questions 
ever since their exis ence 


mete 
among th 
, had been contend 











of products and of pursuitsamong dif. }} 


pre-eminence, and they wereatit still. If 1} 
lish authors, they would inculcate uy us | 
ful doctrines of free trade, and to hear ther p- | 
pose that no other policy had ever en thought ol Britair | 
But, when we looked atthe ac wlicy of Ensland. did we |} 








find free trade? Did England 
seek their own channels and find their ow 
had that emprre attained to her present vast heigit of pr 

and power? By giving every practicable protection 
couragement to the industry of her people; by attrac 
domesticating to her utmost ability the manufactures of the | 
whole world. No sooner did a new brar ich if mannuiac 
up inany part of Europe, thai 1 Engiand tempted those who 
p ves it, by protective duties, by bounties, by per 
warils, by every seductive means within her search, to set 
England. Ard no sooner was the exotic planted o1 her shores 
than it was sure to receive the fostering parent 
Governmoani, till ithad struck tts roots firmly in 
attained a firm luxuriant growth; and by this poi 
pursued, she had risen to her present 
greatness. 

But we were exhorted to throw open our ports to all the 

world; we were to welcome the products of every | 
tion, to receive all they chose to send 
they excluded, with watchful, 
of our products whenever th 


leave canpiial and budustry to 


Investment? H 





| 
w | 
erity | 





ting and | 


urerise | 











care of the 


steady 





national strength and 


| 

| 

i 
reign na- | 
, While atthe some time 
unsleeping jealousy, every one 
} 
| 
i 
t 
j 
| 
| 
| 


eV had ‘any similiar on of their 


own to foster. This was a pretty system of FREE TRAD: 
America hasa staple, for example, which she would exchange 


with Great Britain for British manufactures; bet 
metically seals her ports against it, and we are still 
buy of her, and call it “freetrade.”” The theory of 
tical philosophers might come nearer the 


Britain her 
to go and 
/ these poli- 
truth, hae all ne 





ions, 





















in the race of commercial rivalry, started at once; but whe 
we entered on the co rae, we tound Great Britain, with a capi 
tal the growth of centuries, guarding her own manufactures by 
every possible leg device, strengthening the arm of her 
| r | d ie lat bv th rnne 
in every e whey { 
c t of tore. | 
\ ren inces, wot 
if f fi ‘ seat | 
¢ rf i e 
au ' } 
es, i t ‘ ( 
tu { i Liat j ro 
m t grow up t d ! 
uu } ) me n { fern 
i) protect ‘ ‘ B 
should mm C y bra yne ( 
ivy gneca l whose a Ww } j 
vho had t f i mark | 
| 
ul, an! } t s : ! 
inte ne o shield i! natur i t 1 | 
States were almost bon liess: t vy hail. r } ‘ | 
xplored. Extending througha range of every climate, t 
yuntry presented every variety of soil and si tien: our 
mountains were richly stored with the most valuable minerals 





CONGRESSIONAL —— 

















= 
I 1 ysasi our] I were Cov lwith every tpiea 
s » the ev od tor food { prodict ! tote 
commercial Importance abounded every side; vet ’ 
, with aland like this in our possession, anda { 
tion I easin eyond all Xample, foreigners could ¢ ’ 





our shores, from us the raw 





material, Carry cit 





ocean, Manufacture lL into a thousand usetul for rive all 
he profit of such manufacture, and return it t withou 
King scarcely any thing of ours in return 
Mr. M. wanted to see an endputto such a state of thir } 
wanted to see the day when, under the protecting arms of the 
Government, extended over every branch of ourewn d ic 





lustry, (and here he knew the danger of rannins ! 
against the “compromise act,”) all that could be produced to 
meet the wants of this nation should be produced he upon 
her ownsoil. The home market was the best of ail marie 


When we bartered with foreigners, a portion of the profit, 
perhaps the larger portion, Went ito the 
reigner. Butif we traded with our own pee 



















American, al! round we traded with an EB i, half 
the protit went to En ; but when a man of thes h traded 
with his brother in America got the whole 
d the amount lsaved to the nati 

ithow wou rfere with the cor 26 ? 
And what wasthecompromise act!) It was a law passed In 
1833, 1 uniform duty of twenty per cent. on all imports 
after a tain day, but very generously leaving it in the power 
of Congress to fix the rate her or lower, ifthe uecessities of 





the Goveriument sliould require or permit, 


according to the ex 








cess or the depletion of the Tressury Why 30 much sensibii 

y wasexhibited ta connection with this law, Mr. M. had neve 
| n tound and For his own part, even it the iw 
had contained no such saving @iause, no such reserve power 
to the Gov ment to vary the rate of duty, he 


Lruthority @7 fol a rule to Din 


{ 
erof any one Congress to ci 
r 


enactment with a constituuiona 





: na 
Sanction ana 





alifuture time As a temporary expedient—us a mea ot 
yothing and allaying political and sectional cxasper mn, it 
mightbe all very well; if might es have been wise r the 





time South Caro 





then prese ina held towards tue 








Governn itan attitudealn of open hostility; {the Exe 
cutive of that iv—than whor In pPomuiariy nad Wm power! 
there never had lived a gre r uj ¢ il ! hand 
wpnon his sword. and threatened! to tren is ¢ u the Sout! 


her side, We 
had invoived t 


Great men, on eit 
ind its progres 








cou yina ate of 
high and alarr rexasperatl eared by dand wise 
men that the peace of the | nionm enda red: < funder 
such anominous juncture of circumstance i promiee bill 














became aiaw. Asa measure of policy, as ap ive of evil 
it was wise, considering the times. But, to t us at this 
ry, thee onda us thi a law passed in 16 powes 
Ithis Government to all eternity, as a cCoinjar iS an or- 





ganic. fundamental law—was to advance 
Mr. M. never would yield his assent. He never would recog- 
nise the p »wer of that a bind the Congress of the United 
States According to the fluctuations of circumstances, of po- 
~y—vea, even of public opinion alone—that law was 1epeala- 
; the power of Congress to repe al it was Ji ] 
Mr M. did not say that he was in favor of 
yond the ameunt required for revenue, for the mei 
protection. The propriety of that was a debatable 
and much might be said, and had been said, on both sides. 
he power to regulate commerce h ad been absolutely and un- 
ionally confided to this General Government. And wher 
we would ingnire what commerce was, we must refer f 
universal sentiments of the nations of the earth. And why 
granta power to “regulate”’ it? The history of world 
would prove that the most arduous struggles had in all age 
taken place in reference to it, and that th 
drawn le the controversy. 
tion were well acquainted with the history of the past; and when 
nreparing a frame of organic law for this young, this nascent 
natioa—for a free people, a people of vast commercial re- 
sources—the long vista of future grandeur, power, and we alth, 
he fruit of successtul industry, rose before their view, and, 
vith a wise forecast, they inserted this provision asa means of 
arming the Government with power to resist the attacks 
reign rivalry: and the Government inust have 
without it. But for this, and Great Britain would at 
be the regulator of the commerce of this nation g 
could have prevented or resisied it And thus, the most im:- 


portant of all our great national in ts would have been 


a proposition to which 





et soto 





juestion; 








con 


sword had often been 


The frameis of the Constity 





to gett 


I 1o- 
Powerless 


tis day 


. 
Noihing 


been 





in 
the hands, and subject tethe will and pleasure, of a forcign Go 
verninent 

If in one of those comn tal revolut whi 30 ofte 


occurred in the history of the wo 

















t 
Great Britain uld get some Country to furui r with 
staple e South 1 ‘ er ¥Y Ca 
vn pen for rl randa « ner ply of 
] t ' J 
€ prt ’ t ‘ . ‘ 
he vn! s, bu ! ¥ it nee P 
se Sta i A! 1 ! f a 
{ tie fie rt ! \cw wi on 
' > Le rather imagine ae 
1 Is i iF he f ) ) 4 j 
op I! was G ' Dt - 
! ind y Ve i , 
¢ } intry { ; + anne 
Cc f er rt 
5 0 
= W v phi : 
“f t ea x} V 1 ‘ at the 
= } { trove a. 
~ iH a 
' P e¢ { 12 N : 
nds, “T N tilo; w - i 1 cheaner 
m tr j i I e: wen where we 
it nr \ | cott in the 
: t f t £ 
= : ‘ " y ] neve 
5 é' ‘ r 
W tom Aosd Vv d hed Adr eir doc 
trine? He wou!d answer them, “No, gentlemen 
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t 
»0 CONGRESSIONAL GL . 
el 4 a 
— esse ct ES ERS 
South must not be lef serish. She constitutes a glori 1) wo hough 8 tween different!portions of this widely extended county weve 
art of this great Gonfederacy. Wer lands must not be le WS, a k so €reat that a national power could exerter without 
— r slaves mus! é eness: her ge i smiting downsome portion of the Confederacy, then we could 
: 1 es owe ruine N ed. a2 5 fee hi t y iny longer bea nation. If that w he judgment of the 
ly you i from i i i \ ind ( ! rity Bb 3 stronger party, they mig ‘ ! the Eni ene ™ 
Savanna iM \ i ! { i | a ir hopes which | been cherish i freedom by the good 
to wa : ) ) 31 i r and i ap rotecte Neve andthe wi nus ish With he H 
' * { ; ! hs ed tl f auacome tothe ouse 
i ‘ Dial was what W y New I i ’ wi G ‘ Mr. M. in ce S104, y tha ERED ene ~— 
LM ia \ if Bouthe WV ry é Va ) i , and he ¢ at 1 ’ aGer SUCn 
} t ry it fear ana trembling 
v l v ] i Phy vas anevil W } t hared by other men; butthere 
N I 1 Wd I ast he believ who so harshty treated by the 
. f v i i . < Seen ae eae 
y y a tie j ‘ i y W Wis i i \ é 
‘ 1 j ea wor 
Ww ra t I t i ! fhe Ww \ VY tetal i . . ae 
j \ i . ' c ir-r y i ) All rt hand, he 
va \ rzum al W WW = ri I t e< nlam here my ' >) fA vow, tu Kentucky er hoy ho 
j 1 ' , w his i he e 4 th prevallir at 1 thing was 
i it A i ‘ i ’ i tb » I ' r y | } ; ; ; ' 
) ao Nid 5a y ; cor M rvaul l j 1s taus me ve {| { rit her Iie w harmse J 10 ¢ : - con — i 
7 } { \ hy thts e of things yu here ere 
w v comy Ne ! 1 I t t 1 3 ‘ i o 
i : i? . a \ ‘ gS 5 roally r 3 u f | ‘ ] me mtere In his course, 
(wagiand | r bu i t eur l w . r i Why roa | Ad ex Tyre rigeten eft onus 
I i i i vi ir | Ma hia wl G hw \ | W € €y W ‘ mtiy turn ; ne 
' \ y hi Wi I n he € ot mother or 
i i iTa I Ww ¥ t : : . a are vey oing ' 
nanufactu i W i hey W . ' ) ‘ ra wu iw » Poiso Larrow qulvering nan in 
> ! ) oO er 1< i} en ’ {t made t rav tt I to midder low he 
( vet 1 had ‘ ’ NUS f he could not for his 
i i y i y i i y ! i 
. . v la | eive But! ild erdowt! ithout noticing that 
( M ; hye ia ut Hall who seemed to look upen him 
= y dl } } rr he use ol word 
i } } 
: ‘ M : ' j ' } mec So kind soul seemed to have be 
: i | ; ti et be about his heart some 
t ’ i i ’ y 
| r 
W I cil 1 gent s hand, to pour 
\ \ I ed hin ut. That 
i _ ( : ' ) t uid is author, as 
Kou perhay i h j was J : w withl reach of his voice, he returned 
Ww r Nav A y if ! ‘ | ¢ ; 
: 1 y N i | . rier 2 d the floor, offered the following 
w v I brite A itl ! Union m crumote ’ } r RHETT Vb 1 1 : 
‘ rf ival at tl ito er foa pt { was iola he ori- || in amendment to the amendme tof the gentleman from 
=e < et > paly are efit to he : ; . States i e Sta were ave |} New Hampshire, I ATHERTON a alia 
| y even Adam Sm himeell, re iy States hefor I eX i ¢} slave States whe i| “Wath instructions that, should! be 8 he EO a en : . 
ire sade and Us Kinds ri even | con he Northern Pre e | it to lay additional duties, they hall be so aid as not a 
4 | . r particul ‘lass of Industry lv p 
la ie policy of thata wa ) I. Iw ia oppressio Vh Greene 1] criminate in favor of any articular Ciase f Industry In the 
: : 
h the wo Y he ranks of art el i} United States 
( ; t on eaper for ie Souther es were | And the ques i now being on the amendment to theamend 
toms, Cule entto pay that 4 sas slaveho'cers werean ment 
Sear the ol rva i ad been made t 
Auer e for the sake of Insuring permanent hose for the protecti ft which the sword of the Revolution Mr. Ruetr said the observ tion ha 1 been made pagplaes Fan 
grea'ness, and making ker marine the euvy and admiratio; vas dra They held a constitutional recéznition and acon- || stared he did not understand how a tariff for revenue xe e 
; of the world his was the course Great Butain i:utional guarantee of their rights as 'slaveholders, in the pre | laid compati with a ta.iff for protection, He had said this 
3 S trad ever done; and what had been the result? Had vision wi required their sister States to deliver up runa | in distinct bearing on the proposition before them, and that if 
ter bee i nmer luies In Europe besides ways, whe nd, to their rightful masters, and to aid their || a duty for protection was Incompatible with a strict — ved 
, t th “ft the suse st y ¢ > for 
I rer en ¢ manufacturing estabh ~ hern brethren i is 1servile insurrection. The dreams rt ue, and if the object ¢ . he i use wa a a ony i 
} rel ) whoed any i y steadily lern philanthropists about a!l men of all colors bein: } rev it W la ear that the message 8 10uld go to the 
| i wi ve policy se haughty ' ' } eq i rig had not been the doctrine o | Committee of Ways and Means; but if, on the contrary, the 
! i i ed a ‘ { lay wid Af . not then 1 y j | two were compatible ! , Without any great violation, of 
. uia ne we nl I to th ¢ r is A rica ¢ T natio ruarantee then } riety. be sentto the Committee on Manufactuies. He had 
ymin and inufa \ All 4 ) } 1 over ms ing State iarded them as w | thrown out this one reason, which he thought should govern 
were mad ipe ry to her Ik was her unvaryi ma inst Sa Sta 1 rai he f eI the Genera | the #fouse in sending it to the Committee of Ways and 
r to buy an ing she could M She was toi ( r Che Sta ( ,T deliver up the fusitis | Means. Gentlemen who had examined this propusition, 
ry and for rat raw | . 7 = ver 7 r Abolitio a in the usual way with those who were unable 
\ ruil Hence lt wa i he ha row = nati ns ¥ c y re : ised by the i} argument; they had resorted to simple denuncia- 
. t ) ( : 2 l ve ntler weame | nt in from Maryland {Mr. Soiiers] had said 
er ‘ e embrace } forward al j ft ! iuse they we the onze} i] and some other men ber that it was absurd; 
) wren ie re ee  achinid eam ae eats Bearish % : had met the proposition and endeavored to 
; : ' } 1 | 7 ee gg as tenab] 
I au | 1 Mr. M lered as virtua ( ut he isall togethe If they lattem; 1] oe ee a — 
i ull t Wi ut l WwW ve ¢ \ violence inact W uld {I adi » be rie true > 
uid kee riorever “) ee a hen "Hd hat Government has the power in it- 
Mr. M. said he was no enemy $ rn labor wh oO ( nurse? pron sch on the ground of providing 
Ming t { 1ofth r « Nor it \ policy pleased -onid act + for the general welfare.’ and others who claimed this as an 
his part, had be able ) the peo ‘ifthe N * ; } care For hin er Legis. cidel r of protecting commerce; but the ground 
satural ¢ i re ss asst ; : = oe. st i order Bree : tn justification of protective duties by all 
i } peo} row ‘ : s 1 t ! ) 
eS He knew that Southern n ithem “\ “ f ct had || who had preceded him, except o gentlemen, was that the 
} ) ey were A ‘ iv brethren and . b : asia neerned |} power of laying duties for protection was incidentally included 
‘ With so OY j t 7% kee’? y { ‘ | in laying duties for revenu The gentlemen from New York 
l nk i a smh) F . 
it an ! " { \ But w iad shed the { VW yGod it mi | (Mr. Lins] and New Jersey [Mr. Ranpovpx] had said his, Mr. 
blood J I i fo Lie tit rigger thatevel ‘ ve ‘ ‘ | R’s proposition was absurd, and proceeded from the error of 
hadb iwi in this land i ance British tyranny ha ati n had . i or ition 1 i the r | not properly ting between protection and prohibi- 
been drawn a Yank inget y had owed out the ! er. and. thank G no power on earth could Jawfully in ion. They he hile you cannot lay a duty of revenue that 
f and acted on the the same ( from that tin tert with i | produces pr . you may lay a duty which produces pro- 
‘Yo lint ’ ! il u o J - 
this. ‘The policy of the co id repeat ifted. but the en. must the Northern and the Southern States b | tection. [He here read extracts from their reported speeches. } 
: 2 fs Cae : Soe ees ' . _ F oatibeed fi Fehin i sag nushed unt c 
New I lman had contorm i to its several ch f waging war upon each other? Why musta jealousy j| It was admitted them, ifthe duty was pushed up to prohibi 
a had thriven u r them il had worked so hard he ster d between them amounting almost to hatred?) He | tion, it would destroy revenue Suppose you prohibit impor- 
and lived so economically, i hi jusINess so pr must believe, himself, there | on both sides Ag a | tation one half, one-third, ot one-fourth, he asked, was not thus 
uenty, > Goverames ul % crush hi »what it ithern man, he d uy gland asan essential |] revenue destroyed in that ratio? Therefore, taking the gentle- 
wo i ! ul ked ve f 1 of tl reat yal Uni to libertv andtot men’s proposiuon that prohibition did necessarily destroy re- 
it was intended to a ipli tt very and enioyment of allhersocialtichts. To crush her. to attempt to venue, and therefore a duty proposing it was incompatible 
had at one \ i mid irishi r tr } lown, to diminish her capital and ruin her manufac- with revenue, their reasoning hat protection and re venue were 
' ¢ th will > or q ' . . ihle wv Ise Vhvy did not practic e >men g 
var peura ydui tie ¢ ! uroy > car tures, was to sin again 1e Union Every blow struck at her ¢ ympatible was fa . way & nat a 0 
yi raue » her hands, and It prov rich harvest to hei was ablow atthe United States. But, on the other hand, he into details and facts to test the truch of their principle? e 
i last this Governm had itsell gone to war, and ali this poke what he knew, when he warned her, by all her responsi- would take the proposition of the ge utieman, (Mr. Linn] and 
trade of the enterprising Yaukee was at once prostrated; his bilities tothat God whom New Engiand men wereso proud to gothrough the process of protec ion and prolibidon, 
profiis ceased, and his ships were left to rot at the wherves acdaowledge and to believe in, by all their sacred responsibil The gentleman had supposed that, ifatax laid on iron of 
Well, what did he dot Dy i} No; vou did not ca t i} ties to posterity, to beware how they stirred a fire which, when $100,000, the foreign manufacturer could not stand it. Why? 
New England man despairing. The country had at th lay ce fully enkindled, would burn to the utter desolation and de- Because Government would in this manner make the price of 
} - ' , rm ' > ~ } vv £ ‘ 
» manufactures, He conceived the idea of attempting to sup- struction ofall that was dear tous all. They knew not what they the commodity so high that he could not bring it here and eell 
y the want;'and from very sma!i and feeble bezinnines the sys- did. Men whohad been born and lived all thet livesat the it, and the domestic producer would be enabled to undersell 
nof New England manut res grew » and prospered North, who ard talk from their childhood about equal him. Prohibition did not at once go into effect; It was only 
i ra War to w ie New | under had been utterly itical rights, and slavery being against the natural rights of rradually that entire prohibition accomplished its object. He 
} 1 At length we Came, and it | !the Yankee grow ind, andall that sort of thing, knew nothing about exemplified this principle by instal cing the arucie of iron, on 
ing faton Nis manufactur But he said Mr. M t Sate, or in th y which, if a duty of 50 per cent. were laid, the manulacturers of 
rreed | 



























a Lord forbi y wuld think n atest and the hest of 
) A lauch B pea ( ere Was a 8Vs ienjoined by the God of 
actures. ‘The sy eat Britain at ones | 1 existed by his tolera- 
iwoke; she saw a risi riv und 1 ired to destrov it , as faras the human race had exterided. The mere abstract 
Ihe manufacturers asked the protection of Governmen Ru mn Was not worth debatir had a class of persor 
t was j y heard tl " y raise South who were totally unfit for the exercise of political 
ur own iabor mu ) I 1; it mu saba 1 to its rights; and if, in prosecuti 1ofanew abstract theoretical r ht, 
fate; it would be the verv es c rf ra ¥yto? t D »> be turned loose upon their masters, the 
nfagal he attack he f powell rive res must be t one or the other must perish, and thatamiidst 
iS a par 1 the State R 3 doctrir » withhold ¢ scenes of horror from which even an Abolitionist would shrirk 
tidof Government y Sha nue ny circum- |} backapalled. Butona matter of right, secured by the Consti 
nces ; tution, the South was naturally sensitive. Would that the 
Oh! exclaimed Mr. M. iff should live to see the dav wher North and the South could come together asin the olden time, 
all ng it are needed for human use and comfort s and unite in sustaining and guarding what they had so ecordia ly 
} und ught, and sold has hese Uniteds inited to construct! “Mich aven avert that a Union so glo- 
v as have t ned rrich mo Y so pregnant with a 3, shonid be threatened or sub- 
tains ex 1 and vered with sheep watks for the use verted by such men as the / mists 
our own manulacturing establishments —wher y Ameri Mr. M, said that no pow been confided to the General 
can, let him eat, and wear,a consume, and 1 iatever he Government which was not a power over the whole Union. 
lesires to make him happy, shall find it all here—here up’n || And ifit could not exercise its power ef regulating commerce 
ur own sol, within our own bou dary' Then, thouch che without injuring some great local interest. then the Union itself 
wrath of God should be let loose unen:} j 


pon the nations ofthe old yught never to have existed. Ifthe natural discrepancies be- 





this country would not be able at once to produce the domestic 
irticle in sufficient quantities; at first, they might not produce 
more than one-quarter of the supply, and would increase gra- 
lually untilthey produced enough for the demand, when the 
cal of foreign iron would cease, and revenue enurely cease; 


and he asked gentlemen if, when entire prohibition produced 








lestruction, the destruction was not in proportion to the de- 
gree of prohibition Gentlemen need not call the part protec- 
tion, and the whole prohibition; it was prohibiuon from its 
incipiency up to its consummation; the moment they begun 
protection, they placed a lever by which the foreign arucle 


must be worked out of our markets. What was prohibi- 

ni? To keep out the foreign article; and, if they kept 
out one-fourth or one-half of it, it was pronibition. Protec- 
tion was prohibition, and prohibition was protection. Let 
gentlemen meet the proposition boldly and fairly, but not 
come here withthe humbuggery that a tariff for revenue is 
inconsistent with a tariff for protection; if they went fora 
tariff for protection under the commercial power, or the “gen. 
eral welfare,” Jet them do so; it was the old ground. This 
high national question should be argued, not with mere words, 














not inst facta, but on the broad principles of the Constitu- 
tion. he gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. MarsHatr] this 




















morning had claimed from the commercial power—the power 
to regulate conmerce, which was ene department of industry 

i power over every department. Was not his [Mr. M’s.] 
argument that it was becoming for us to become dependent on 
any foreign nation? He (Me. R.) would like to hear by what 
sortofsophistry it could be shown that we were subject to fo- 
reign nations, and they notto us; but that was his argument, 

id he would have this country entirely selfsupphed; in other 
words, would make lt anew specimen ol the Cuimese E npire. 
According to the theory of ceriain gendemen, as soon as we 
shall get into that predicament, the other nations of the world 
would turn on usand cut us to pieces for drawing to ourselves 
an independent power. Didi notthe gentleman from Kentucky 
know that, under the very clause of ‘1egulating commerce,” 
the power had been assumed to interfere with our slaves, and 
hinder us from carrying them from one port toanother? This 
was a striking commeatary on the looseness of his constraciion 
of this power. The power was given by the States to Congress to 
“regulate commerce.”’ to se cure Communication dDeltWween dif 
ferent parts of thiscountry, and not to stwike down | 
merce of the country 

Another ground taken by the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Linn] was, that you might as well deny the right to build 
forts uuder the Clause of the Constitution pertaining to the 
“common defence,’’as the right to 
the clause relating to the “geueral welfare.’ This was sur- 
rend ring up the Constituuon to the majority on this floor, 
and nothing else; and thus the institutions of the South, under 
this new construction of the Constiiution, would fall to the 
ground. 

This was not a local question, but was as wide as the Constitu- 
tion, as sacred as the Union. If the Constitution did not on 
either of these broad grounds justify the protecting of manu! 
tures, then the issue presented was, shall the protective p: ler y 
or the Constitution prevail? Ifthe protective px ue y were per- 
severed in, the Constitution would come to an end. He held that 
Congress had no power to lay duties with a view to any parti- 
cular interest; the power was to lay duties for general purposes, 
and not for special reasons alone. 

The gentieman from Kentucky [Mr. Marsua tt] had re- 
ferred to the compromise act. This act had no constitutional 
sanctions; they could repeal it when they pleased. The 
question now was, shall you tenew the protective policy in 
1342, or adhere to the principles laid down in this compromise, 
which are productive of the best interests of the country? 
Who were the parties to this controversy?) He would turn 
tu the census of the country, an! see how many of its in- 
habitants compose the manufacturing interest. Formerly, it 
had been said that banks were the people; now the same thirg 
was repeated, and the protective gmed was said to be the peo- 
ple. The total population of the United States was something 
over seventeen millions, and those engaged in manufactures 
and trade were seven hundred and ninety-one thousand, and he 
was informed that in thisnumber were included all mechanics 
and day laborers of every kind, and almost half the peasantry of 
New England. These shouldbe deducted, and then they would 
see how many were directly engaged in manufactures. 
agriculturist was taxed for every thing he wears for the bene 
ofthe manufacturers, this small proportion of the people of the 
United States. What right oe 1 Government to tax one man for 
the benefit of another? It was contrary t ery principle of 
inst Government; and as called on ie who professed to 
legislate for the people, and to be oppure i to despotisms, no 
longer to legislate for the few, but to carry out the great prin 
ciples of equal legislation for the benefit of the many. 

They were to!d by gentlemen who he'd these doctrines, that 
they were legislating for the South. It was very true that 
they intended to make us pay for some thirty years higher 
prices than we otherwise would, but they intended to mak« 
prices cheaper in the end; and forthis purpose the present 
generation was to be bound down under the weight of oppres 
sive taxation. When had the world witnessed such an anoma- 
ly as this?) The very object of gentlemen was to make articles 
dear; the manufacturing interest coula pot live without taxa- 
tion; they lived on the oppression of the country; and still gen- 
tlemen said they were legislating for the labor of the country, 
and that those who oppoze them are acting against the interests 

fthecountry. These interests sprung into existence amid the 
convulsions of war and the distress and suffering of the coun- 
try. The zentleman from Kentucky had represented this Go- 
vernment as hostile to the manufacturing interest, and said that 
manufactures sprung ud with the help of Government. 
was notso. This Government, if it had legistated for any sec- 
tion of the Union, had legislated for New England alone. He 
Mr. R. was willing that these interests shonld receive al! the 
benefits resulting trom a fair consiruction of the Constiiution; 
he wasno enemy tothem; but when they were called for the 
benefit of these interests to submit to unconstitutional taxa. 
tion, at war with every principle of right, it was asking too 
much. 

Where orizinated the doctrine of the unconstitutionality of 
a protective tariff? Inthe South? No: “the time was when 
England was affected by it in the same manner as the South, 
and she then opposed the doctrine. He here referred to the 
former opinions of Judge Story, of Daniel Webster, and others, 
in favor of the unconstitutionality of protection. The very 
men who formerly maintained the unconstitutionality of a pro- 
tective tariff now urgeditoi us. Tt wouldthenseem tha twhen 
it was not for the interest of New England that protect 
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tariff should exist, it was Jeclared unconstitutional; and when 
it was for her interests, it was constitutional In a tariff for 
revenue, no more dis imination oucht to be made for me inte. 
rest th other. t t of ind i 
equal right to whatever beoefit might resu ) ¥ ( 
duty; if they acted on ( ple, W 

f jual ad vi vituty dil not think had 
been intimated, tl had no rigt » discrimi 
nate ia laying ih he conirary, he had s 





at the last session th , i luiy on silks should 
be twenty percent; batin g luties for revenue all the de- 
partments of industry shoul i ve equally benefited; and as large 
manufacturing establishments had grawn up under th: pol 
f this country, he ¥ swillngto make a discrimina- 
tion against manufactures 

The gentleman from Kentt 
when an interest had flourishe 
the strong arm of the Goverr 
Switzerland, and other count 
terest had flourished without 
Protection, so far from making comin : 
been contended, made them dearer. It wasa law 











“ky had called on them to say 





He (Mr R.) referred to 
» manufacturing in 
tion of Gov 







arnment 





as had 
minerce 
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an! competition, that when the arm of the Government was 
fetched tothe supper { 
never wou'd be as chea 
terest were carried out, leg 





never could 





»be administerec 









on the prhiciple that ili wer 

Sai xatlon ¢ yY Was nece \ anu 1e€2 ion 

must to one interest aione Hecatied on gentiem 

who so much regard for the interests of he pr ype LO 
1ef taxation. Were r duties Jaid n 

vil ciple of e Capacity of het payverto pay! mn those 

who possess capital and are able to pay? or laid the heavies 

these who have the least capital?) Did gentlemen intend to say 


oorer and the 
He had 
: sur country as 
great irom a prote 
) It was the liberty 
,wiich had given her her 
er incgustry Our progress { 
wealth and prosperiiv had beea impeded by the miilions ar 





Great Britain had not gro 
i but from her I 
t Britain, as far as ite: 
inpulse—which had quickened 
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millions of dojlars paidto manulactures. Were We to continue 
this course of tribute! Tt was nothing else 

This thing cailed pretection was wothing less than plunder; 
the taking property from one man and WIng lito another; 
nothmg less t one n of the country tributary 
to snother, col deceive the people asto the 
practical resu ve is to tax the many 
for the benefit i cid indulge the hope 
that this Co {adjust the question in sucn a way 
that all porti country could nd together. It wa 
not his desire that Ms different portions ould stand In oppo 1 





tion. Ifthe voice ofone who was noenemy tothe Union would 


not be disregarded, he would say, if the course now threatened 
to be pursued was persisted in, they would force an issue be- 
tween the different portions of the country and destroy our 
Union. He believed this plan to be most fatal to the very de 
partment of industry which it was Intended to benefit. It 
neea led not dut — jaid on im ports, Give lt equal pretection 
with the other departments of indusiry, and it would go on in 
prosperity and in har rmony with the rights and interests of the 
poor, But Wits friends, not contented with this, were deter- 

i Government into an Instrument of their 








mined to subvert this 
own aggrandizement—if they were determined uibute should 
be paid to them, he warned them that revolution would be the 
effect. 

Ife had seen it suggested in an abolition paper that, on 
the question of the tariff, distinction was to be drawn be- 
tween slave labor and free labor. According to his view of 
the matter, the interests of the Union were intimately allied 
with each other; the different porti ns of the Union produced 
nothing alike, but were mutual y dependent on each other 
In this point of view, what was he ttitude of this question? 
Let any gentleman contemplate the efiecof raising up an issue 
between the different portions of the Union What ori- 
ginated the Union? Mutual interests and benefit, common liber- 
ty, and a due regard to the rights of all aise up hostility in 
one section ofthe Union against and the Unron f 
and he could : ot but view t tiel te this ho 
with alarm. When the question came of surrendering the liber- 
ties of the South anc held sacred, this Unior 
must 20 When | , on a ques- 
tion of taxation, protected 
against the slave labor, they put thetorch to the Constitutior 
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The doctrine of € the doctrine of free trade 
the doctrine of fre iectrine of Christianity: and 
the dectrines of Ch e of peace. Und 


ence of these our 


vould be beat ints 


a ginrieus one 
rare,’ we should 
the Union wou!d progress in 
harmony ; but if the opposite principles were broa 
and persisted in, war must come, as 
But should we not hope tha 
lier? Should we 








no more,’’ and al 





with it ocea of bleed 
our destiny was higher and hv 
not take warning from the fate of other 














tions, and, adopting the prine ove or 
united? It was san that 1 by 
heretical theories; but all a 
the foundation of Ameri ion, he 
would hug to his heart; he 

fCrsar. Our he rey Orion 
one, because it was “to do te other iwiddo 
to us,’ and our course would re 
perity; | 8 ry be 
regard } of a ant 





i glory wonid set, é t for ever 
Mr. RHETT ving concluded- 

Mr ATHERTON obt d the floor } j 

Mr. WELLER, who moved the House do now adjourn 

Mr. W. waived the motion, however, fora moment. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO rose and said, that it gave him much 
pleasure to state to the House, thathe was authorized, by mu- 
tua! friends of Mr. Barton and the Speaker, to sayg that since 
Mr. Barton made his remarks in the morning, bearing upor 
the decision of the Chair, he (Mr. 
mation from a mutual friend, which satisfied him that he had 
sf under a misapprehension of the tacts, in eansequence 

theerfully withdrew his remarks. Mr. Ta 
r stated, that the misunderstanding had beer 


t the gentler 





Barton) hal received infor 











of whi 
PERRO furth 
plained and honorat 
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that each o 








was Cesirou tha nothing turtl r should be thought i 
patter. 
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Petirions and memorials was presented— 
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From ihe heirs of 
relation to property de- 
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may be erected in the city o . Wa: h. 
HUNTINGTON: The 1 mr ‘morial anc 


stroy ‘e war: referred to the Con- 
mittee on O} 

By Mr. L INN: From the Board cf Health ir 
the city of Washington, aski re ih ae ep 
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Isaac Hull, for certain 
to be taken from the files 
te and referred to the Committee on 





Sa 














papers in the case of Com. 
services in Navy Yard, 


f che Ser 








petition and papers of 
3 iien from the fi of 
i he Coiimiilee on 

Claims 
By Mr. BUCHANA Tie psiition of Peters 
Mocre and Co. fo be taken jroim the files of the 
Senat 10 be sent to the House of Reriesen ailves, 
where the claim is now being investizaied beforea 


committee. 

Petitions were also presented by My. DIXON, 
and several other Senators: the names of ih 
petition parp rt of the pe Ss, could 
not be hear 

Bils introduced on leave, which were read the 
first time, and, by special order, a second time, and 
eT referred, as follow 

By Mr. LINN: A bill os the ereciion of a hos- 
pital in the city of Washington: referred to the 
Cc mmittee on the finwte ct of Columbia. 

By Mr. STURGEON: A Dill for the 
the legal representative of Robert While; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William Sanford; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal! repre- 
sentatives of Joseph Morriss, deceased; which 

bills were severally referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: A bill for the relief of Ja~ 
cob Penehand others, owners of the brig Eliza of 
3runswick. 

Mr. MANGUM, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, gave notice to the Senate that the committee 
had given their permission to print the report of the 
Secietary of the Tressury. The report will be, 
accordingly, printed. Also, that they had withheld 
their permission 'o print sundry memorials, which 
will not, therefore, be printed. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petiticns of James Kyser and 
Bernare Hooe. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands was discharged from the further 

consideration of the bill to revive theact entitled “An 
oa to enabie claimants to jJand within the jimiis of 
Missouri and the Territory of Atkansas to institute 
proceedings to try the validity of their Ciaims,” &e. 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Private 


Land Claims. 
Mr SMIT J 


ave ipa la, 


S, and 








relief of 


Cre m the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported hac: to the Senate, with an amend- 
| authorizier inhabitants of town- 
ship 8 north, range 32 west, in the S:ate of Arkan- 

, to enter a section of land in lieu of the 16h 
section in s2id township, upon condition that the 
same js surret tere d to tie United Statcs. 

Mr. GRAHAM, frou the Committee on Claims, 
made an unfa‘ se report on the petilioa of 
Jchn S. Hariis, for increase of compensation for 
ex'ta services in taking the sixth census, ‘The re- 

! ‘ebie, and be 


ment, a bil 








was ordered to 





reporied bac: the Senate, with an 
amendment, the bill for the relef of James 74 


Mr. WILLIA* on) bth Cc 
vs! Affairs, made an n ni 
tition of Charle: 5 Clayte 
On motion of ivr. 3% NTH of Indiana, 
Resolved, That the Comr 


ceMinittee on Na. 
orable renert on the pe- 


nittee on the Judiciary 





be in trocted to inauire ints the expedicney Gf Me 
creasing th f e cjstriel 7 e from i 

m of €1.000, his present salary, to that of 
61,500, the a ‘ e per.or J re ( he 
Sate 

ye ; > RA. TPA DDAT 

Va mnorn ot Mr. rAPPAN, 


tesolved, That the Secretary of the‘ 
to xe pc art to the 
publ ie debt ott! 


nd the perticula 
end the particula 


Treasury be 
Senate the amount.of the 


ye, and on the 3d March last, 
ha m:of such 


On motion of Mr. BENTON 
Reso’ved, That the Secretary of the 
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the Treasury will permit the same to ‘be made Up; 
also the annual amount of gold and silver coinage 
in the mint and branch mints of the United States 
since the establishment os the mint; also the an- 
nual exportation of gold and silver coinage of the 
mint of the United States, with a letter of reca- 
Pitulation, showing the aggregate under each 
head. 

Mr. LINN submitted a the following, which was 
ordered to Jie on the table till té-morrow: 

Resolved, That the Scere tary of the Treasury be 
directed to make a report to the Senate, showing 
what would have been the operation of the Land 
Distribution bill if it had been in operation during 
the year 1841, and how much wou!d have been 
ihe distributive shares of each State and Territory 
and the District of Columbia under said bill, ac- 
cording to the ascertained and estimated product 
of the land sales for the year. Also, the distribu- 
tive share of each individual, provided the said 
revenue should have been divided out by the hea 
to the entire population of the Union according to 
the census of 1840; and how much would have 
been - distributive shares of the States, Territo- 
ries, and District of Columbia, and individuals, 
provided all the proper costs and charges upon the 
lands, consisting of Indian annuities payable during 
the year, and the current purchases of lands from 
Indians, in addition to other costs and charges 
named in the distribution act, were first ceducted 
before the distribution should be made. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to take up his proposition 
to print 3,000 copies extra of the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury relative to the* Treasury 
Bank. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked that he had in- 
tended to make one or two obse rvations upon this 
subject, but, in consequence cf indisposition, he 
was not able to do so thismorning. But, as he 
had understood the Senator from South Carolina as 
saying that he intended to move a reference of this 
project to a committee, he would, so far as he was 
concerned, suffer it to 'be printed; and would re- 
serve his remarks until the subject should again be 
brought before the Senate. 

Mr. PRESTON said that the Senator had mis- 
understood him. However, he had no doubt that 
a motion would be made to refer the subject to a 
committee, and an opportunity would then occur 
for Senators to speak upon it. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative; so three thousand extra copies of the re- 

ort were ordered to be printed. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
unfinished business, an took up the bil! for the re- 
lief of Samuel] Crapin. 

The PRESIDENT s‘ated the question, shal! the 
bill be read a third time? when 

Mr. CALHOUN ayose, and said that as they 
were within a few days of the holydays, they had 
better adjourn over to Monday next, as no doubt 
many gentlemen were desirous to go home to spend 
the Christmas with their friends. He therefcre 
moved that when the Senate adjourn, it adjourn 
meet on Monday next. 

The « questi n being t 
mously agreed to. 

Mr. CALHOUN then moved thatthe Senate do 
now adjourn; and after an effort to have action on 
the above bill, 

The Senate adjourned till Monday next, at 12 
o’eleck. 


aken, the motion was unani- 


HOUSE OF REi ere S, 
Trurspay, December 2: » 184 41. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mis: o pl introduced his 
colleague, Hon. Mr. GWiIN, Representative elect 
trom that State, who was qualified, and took his 
Seat. 

THE GOVERNMENT LOAN. 

Oa leave given, Mr. FILL 10RE, from the 
Com-nitiee of Ways and Means, reported the fol- 
lowing bill: 

A iLL tor the extension of the oan of eigh'een 
hundred and forty-one, and for an additioa of 
five million dollars thereto. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of Imevica in Congress 





_CON' GRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 








ensemble d, That the ume limit ed | by the first section 
of the actof Congress entited “An act authoriz- 
ing a loan notexceeding the sum of twelve mil- 
lions of dollars,” approved July 21st, 1841, for 
obtaining said loan, shall be, and the same is 
hereby, extended for one year from the passege of 
this act. 

Sec. 2 And be eee 
of said loan as may be 


enacted, That so much 
btained afier the passage 
of this act shall be made reimbursable either at the 
will of the “tbe of the Treasury, afier six 
months’ notice, or at any time after twelve years 
from the first day of January next. 

Sec. 3. And be itfurther enacted, That the cer- 
tificates hereafter to be issued for said loan may, 
when required, be in such form as shall be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, so that 
the stock may be transferable by delivery of the 
certificate instead of being assignable on the books 
of the Treasury. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all the 
provisions of the said act not hereby modified or 

changed, shall be and remain in foree, and apply 
to this act. 

Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States is hereby authorized to 
berrow an additional sum, not exceeding the sum 
of five millions of dollars, if in his cpinion the 
exigencies of the Government may require the 
which additional loan shall be made within 
the time and according to the provisions of said act 
as modified by this. 

The bill having been read twice by its title was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole o on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

THE CHRISTMAS HOLYDAYS. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, it was resolved 
that when this House adjourn, it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

On leave givem petitions and memorials were 
presented by the following members, and were ap- 
priately referred: 

Mr. STUART of Iilinois, (who presented the 
petition of James T. Gifford, praying the modifi- 
cation of the Jaw grant ing pre-emptions to actual 
settlers upon the public lands, passed September, 
1841.) 

Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Maine. 

[Mr. Lirrterie p of Maine presented the fol- 
lowing petitions, which were severally referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

of Samuel Swallow, of Buckfield, Maine, for in- 
crease of pension. 

Of Simeon Caswell, 
pension. 

Of Berjamin Rowe, of Plantation No. 2, Maine, 
for a pensien. 

Of Samuel T. Winslow, of Minot, M 
pension. 

Of Isaac Allen, of Turner, Maine, for a pen- 
sion 

Mr. S. MASON of Ohio. 

Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas. 

[Mr. Cross presented the memorial of Captain 
Henry M. Shreve, praying that the United States 
make 1emuneration for the past use of ‘his patent 
for sneg-boats, and purchase the same for future 
use, &c. which, on his motion, was referred toa 
Select Committee ] 

Mr. BRIGGS asked !eave to offer the follo 
ing resolution heretofore offered by him, but not: 


> uede 
ceived: 


same; 


of Bridgton, Maine, for a 


aine, for a 


Revolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
he instructed to inquire into 


fice and Pest Road 
franking pri- 


he ¢ xpedien cy of abolishing the 
vilege allowed by existing laws, of reducing the 
rates of letter postage, regulating and equalizing 
the pos'age on newspapers and pamphiets, and 
lso of fixing the tariff of pos'ag:s in Federal cur- 
rency. 

Odjection | 
ceived, 

Mr. HOPKINS called for the orders of the day, 
being the 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

The unfinished business cf yesterday was the 
following branch of the resolution of Mr. Fitt- 
MORE, providing for the reference of the annual 
message of the President of the United States: 


eing made, the resolution was not re- 














as relates to 
erred to the Committeee on Manu- 


Resolved, That so much thereof 
the tariff be ref 
faciures. 

Which resolution Mr. Arneson had heretofore 
moved to amend, by striking out the words “Com- 
mittee on Manufactures,” and inserting the words 
“Committee of Ways and Means.” 

Which amendment Mr. Rners yesterday moved 
to amend, by adding thereto the following: 

“With instructions that, should it be their opi- 
rion expedient (o lay additional duties, they shall 
be so lai as not to discriminate in favor of any 
particular class of industry in the United States.” 

And the question was on agreeing to the amend- 
ment to the amendment 

Mr. ATHERTON, who was entitled to the floor, 
rose and addressed the Chair; but yielded momen- 
tarily to 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, who asked leave to 
offer the followirg resolution; which was read for 
information: 

Resolved, Resoived that the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury inform this House how many officers and other 
persons in the employment of the Government were 
in any way connecied with each port of entry of 
the United States on the 3d day of March, 
1829; how many on the 34 day of March, 1841; 
and how many en the Ist day of December, 1841; 
with the annual compensation of each officer and 
Other person, by classes, ai those dates respectively, 
and the aggregate amount, and also all other ex- 
penses ateach port. Also, that the Secretary fur- 
ther inform this House how much revenue was col- 
lected at each custom-house in the United States 
for the year preceding the 4th day of March, 1829; 
how much for the year preceding the 4th day of 
March, 1841; and how much for the last current 
fiscal year. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War, the 
Secretary of the Navy, and the Postmaster Gene- 
ra!,report to this House whether the law of Con- 
gress directing the job printing, stationery, and 
binding of their Departments respectively to be 
furnished by contract, afier proposals shall have 
been advertised in the public prints, has been exe- 
cuted; and, if such law has been executed, or 
whether it has or not, at what rates such printing 
has been done, and the difference between those 
rates and the rates for which the printing of the 
two Houses of Congress was done at the first ses- 
sion of the present Congress. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
inform this House under what authority the com- 
mission, consisting of George Poindexter and 
others, for the investigation of the concerns of the 
New York custom-house, was raised; what were 
the purposes and objects of said commission; how 
many persons have in any way been connected 
with it; and the compen*ation received, or to be re- 
ceived, by each; and the aggregate cost of every 
description of said commission. 

Mr. CUSHING said he thought this resolution 
reqnired some reflection. It was so long and 
complex that he could not say yet whether he 
should voie for it or not. 

The SPEAKER said, if the resolution was eb- 
jected to, it must lie «ver. 

Mr. G. DAVIS desired to know if he was to 
understand the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
CusHINnG] as objecting to the resolution. 

Mr. CUSHING said he objected to its present 
consideration. He did not know whether he 
should vote against the resolution or not. 

Mr. G. DAVIS said he would then move a sus- 
pension of the rule. 

The SPEAKER said the moti: 
der. The House was already acting under a sus- 
pens ion of its rules, and the gentleman from New 
Hampshire (Mr. Aruertron}] was entitle! to the 
floor. 

The resolation was received, but lies over. 

Mr. ATHE STON then egain took the floor, 
and addressed the House at great length in sup- 
port of the amendment. 

Tiouga he supposed that'he subject of the expen- 
ditures of the Government and the present state of 
the Treasury was in agreat measure connected 
with the question before the House, which was, 


in Was not in or- 








whether the subject of the tariff, as referred to in 
the President’s message, should be committed to 
ihe charge of the Committee on Manufactures or 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, to which 
committee the subject of the revenue, the receipts 
and expenditures of the Government, and the ways 
and means to carry it on, properly belong. Yet 
be should not have entered at all upon this subject 
had it not beenalready introduced to the House 
by other gentlemen during the course of ihe debate. 
The gentleman from Virginia, formerly chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. J 
W. Jonus,} alluded to that portion of the Presi- 
dent’s message in which he states that expenditures 
for the present year at upwards of thirty-two 
millions of dollars, ard remarked that here was 
seen the vast difference which frequently exists 
between profession and practice. In reply to 
that remark, something was said about the neces- 
sity of these experfditures, in consequence ef the 
twelve million debit which was bequeathed to this 
administration by the last. It would be recollected 
by all, that in the report of the late Secretary of the 
Treasury, [Mr. Ewinc,] a method the most 
surprising was siezed upon to sweil out the 
amount of indebtedness, and that was by including 
in his estimate, the expenses that were to be incur- 
red, and also including the balances that he pro- 
posed to be kept on hand in the Treasury. Now 
he could conceive of no other way of arriving at 
the amount of that debt but by counting the out- 
standing Treasury notes. Accerding to his recol- 
lection they were buta little over five millions of 
dollars when the last Administration went out of 
Office. But had this debt been paid by the present 
Administration? On the contrary, it appeared by 
the returns made by the Secretary of the Treasury 
on the Ist of December, that the amount of Trea- 
sury notes then outstanding was seven millions and 
upwards, and that an addition of two millions had 
been made to this portion of the public debt by this 
reform Administration. So far from having paid 
off the small debt of five millions, of the last Ad- 
ministration, they had increesed that debt to twelve 
millions and a half. 

Something also had been said in the course of 
this debate in relation to the expenditure of the 
sum of thirtyenine millions yearly during Mr. Van 
Buren’s administration. Now, there were decu- 
ments which could be referred to, and which would 
show the amount of expenditures proper of that 
Administration for each and every year. This 
Was hota mere compilation or estimate, but 1t was 
derived from actual facts, as they were known to 
exist—for on this point the past at least was secure. 
It conld be demonstrated by figures what these ex- 
penditures were. Mr. A. then preceeded to draw 
a parallel between the expenditures of Mr. Van 
Buren’s administration and those of the present 
Administration, drawing strong deductions in favor 
of the economy of the former, and eulogizing the 
plans of reductions which, Mr. A. said, were in 
successful operation, and contrasting them with 
the plans and propositions of the present * reform- 
ing Administration.” 

It had been said that the expenditures which had 
been incurred were a'tributable, in part, to 
votes of the Van Buren party. Was that the fae? 
Did the Van Buren party cause the vast expendi- 
tures of money attendant on the special session? a 
session which that party regarded as having been 
so unnecessarily called. The time, Mr. A. said, 
during which the Whigs had held power, was ex- 
ceedingly short; but time was sometimes mea- 
sured by the lapse of events as well as of years, of 
months, or days. And the time had been 
enough to hold an exira session in; and les 
misrule had been hurried into that brief ne eriod of 
time which, ordinarily Speaking, years could not 
have been expected to have broucht forth. 
A. then alluded to the res sults of late elections; re- 
marking that these res taneht the 
most obdurate that victory had returned to its ac- 
customed standa that Dem>- 
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fieated over the lard in triumph upon every 
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But to come more immediately to the subject be- 
fore the House. 
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It seemed to him that if any thing was wanting 
to prove the truth of the suggestion he made in in- 
troducing his amendment referring this part of the 
message to the Committee of Ways and Means— 
(which suggestion was, that it was a question be- 
tween laying a tariff fer protection and a tariff for 
revenue)—that proof had been furnished by the 
course which this debate had taken. For, what 
had they heard? The old arguments in faver ofa 
protective tariff. And although some gentlemen 
professed to wish only a tariff for revenue, still the 
whole course and tenor of their argument went to 
show that they were desirous to make the incicent 
greater than the principle. 

The question (Mr. A. contended) in replying to 
the arguments e some gentlemen, was not whether 
the Committee on Manufactures ought to be abo- 
lished, labhosale her had been an attempt to make 
that the issue,) nor whether incidental protection 
might or might not, in any instance, be afforded. 
But the sole question was, as he conceived, should 
the object of a tariff be to raiserevenue, or to afford 
protection? That, he considered, was the only 
question involved in the issue before the House. 
And he must be permitted to say, that those who 
suggested that the doctrines of free trade were de- 
signed for the exclusive benefit of the South, and 
that those who advccated them thereby protected 
the South, or that those doctrines were calculated 
to subserve the interest of any particular section, 
or class, or species of industry, did injustice to 
those expansive, enlarged, and liberal doctrines. 
They made themselves liable to the very objection 
which, in his opinion, those who favored the pro- 
teetive tariff policy were liable. For his own part, 
he considered that these doctrines were well calcu- 
lated to do justice to all portions of the Union; he 
conceived them calculated, he would not say to 
protect— because that word had been so much mis- 
used—but to give free scope to industry, and to en- 
courage every class of society. They were ca!cu- 
lated to prevent special legislation for specia} inte- 
rests, and for particular sections; and this he re- 
garded as their great merit. 

Reference had been made to the § 
in part represented—made, too, 
kind manner—by a gentleman 
anda gentleman from Vermont. This re‘ererce 
he thought unealled for. The Legislature of the 
State of New Hampshire had, on various occa- 
sions, passed resolutions expressive of their cpi- 

ion both as to the unconstitutionality and inexpe- 
diency of a protective tariff—resclutions couche | 
in strong language. Those resolutions emanated 
from representatives who expressed the opinien of 
a large majority of the people cf that State—in 
habitants of a State which, though sterile in <0), 
had converted it into an expanse f territory con- 
taining probably as much general comfort, inteili- 
gence, compotengg, and education, as universally 
mesos das any otmer section of country, of simi- 
lar exient, in the United States. But he believed 
that a understood their own interests, and did 
notneed to be reminded of them by gentlemen 
from New York or Vermont. The gentleman 
from Vermont [Mr. Stape] had said the peopie cf 
New Hampshire had been longin a bad school. 
Well, they had not been educated in the Anti- 
masonic school, norin the National Republican 
Amerizan sys'em sehoc!, nor did he (Mr. A.) con- 
ceive that an enlarged patriotism consisted in ap- 
plying the tore of the incendiary to the glerious 
temple «f our Union. 

Whether he represer 


tate which he 
in a somewhat un- 
from New York 


ted the interes's of his ecn- 


stitpents or not, was a matter between him and 
them; but if he believed, or had had any evidence 
to show him, by an election held since his own, 
that he mis _ ented bis constituents, he would 

rn to holi his seat. Whether that was the esse 
“ oom - gentleman tom New York (Mr. Linn] he 
(Mr. a ould not know. 

Mr _A. hen went into some general remarks on 
the ste n of the protective system, and the 
views of his own State in relation th ereto; reply- 
ing, as he went along, to the arguments of severa! 
gentlemen who had preceded him. 


He believed that it would take a long time to con 
vince the people of this country, that legislation in 
favor of any one particular class, wa: for ihe be- 
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nefit of all the rest. What was it but a new ver- 
sion of the old doctrine, let the Government take 
care of the rich, and the rich will take care of the 
poor?’ The gentleman from Massachusetts seemed 
to think that those who were not willing to vote 
for referring this subject to the Commitiee on Ma- 
nufactnres, were for ruining all the manufactures 
in the country; and this was always the way with 
those who claim special privileges. If you are 
unwilling to grant them all they ask by taxing the 
rest of the community for their benefit, they make 
agreatoutcry that you are opptessing them and 
ruining their business. Thus it was with the banks. 
They must have the privilege of passing off their 
worthless irredeemable paper, and by this means 


defrauding and swindling the public, or else 
they are grievously injured and oppressed. 
But the argument of the gentleman from 


New York was a little amusing. Hecal!s on us 
to protect American labor against the pauper labor 
of Great Britain; and in another part of his re- 
marks, he calls upon us to follow the example of 
England, in legislating for the protection of do- 
mestic industry. Why, according to the gentle- 
man, England has been taking the same means for 
protecting her labor; and yet, to protect American 
labor against the pauper labor ef England, we are 
called upon to introduce the same species of legis- 
lation which has reduced the people of that coantry 
to the condition of paupers. Did the gentleman 
want the free people of this country to be ground 
down to the state of wretchedness, destitution, and 
vice, that tlre laboring classes of Europe suffer un- 
der? Mr. A. did not know what the gentleman 
meant by protection of American laborers; but 
he should think, from his arguments, that it was the 
same kind ef protection that vulturesgave to lambs. 


What was ihis boasted protectton afier all? Why, ° 


it was nothing more nor Jess than taxation. And 
did gentlemen think that the people cf this coun- 
try could be brought to believe that taxation was 
a blessing? If our industry depended on legisla- 
tion such as this, why not lay the taxes whether 
the money was needed or not? And, indeed, those 
who went for this doctrine cf protection must be 
willing not only to increase the expenditures of the 
Government for the sake of laying taxes, but to 
tax the people, whether money is needed or not for 
the purposes of the Government. Sir, said Mr, A. 
my constituents believe that this system of legisla- 
tion is unjust and unconstitutional, and that Go- 
vernment was not instituted for any such purposes. 
It was for those who lived under a paternal des- 
potism to go for special privileges, not the citizens 
of a free Republic whose true interests were bes: 
promoted by equal rights and equal laws, and who 
only asked of you to let industry work out iis own 
channels and not interfere with its natural course. 
Af erreplying to the arguments of Mr. Stans, Mr. 
A. concluded his remarks by contending that if the 
object was revenue, this portion of the mes: 
ought, in his judgment, to go to that commitiee 
which had jurisdiction of the subject, namely, the 
Commiitee of Ways and Means, an d not to any 
committee which was bound to look to any parti- 
cular interest or any particular class. 

Mir. REYNOLDS said fora few 
weuld throw his drop into the 
This sut ject was extremely a to the coun. 
try, in ajl its consequence His constituents in 
Southe rn 1 llinois believed in the principles of equa- 
lity. All the taxation in the State of Illiaois, under 
their Constitution, was laid according to the distri- 
tution of property. He was not prepared to sz 


s2y 


s2ze 


moments he 
bucket of free trade, 


that his people would be willing to go for direct 
taxes; but this was the proper mode, and be- 
fore ten years had passed we should see 


this Government supported by direct taxation, 
because it was oa ihe principle of equality. He 
was ex'remely sorry that he saw many of his 
respeciadle friends from the Sate of his nativity 
grecing with him, and going a little in for pro- 


tective duties. 

in one thing in discrimination, and wrong in the 
other. It was wrong when it wentto protect cer- 
tain branches of industry; but it was right when it 
went to discriminate according to the piinciples he 
had laid down—according to the Pr operty of the 


individuals consuming these artcles. That was 
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tax on the individuals who had 
the most money. Thai was discriminating 
and that was all ihat ought to be 
He would say to the gent 
{[Mr. Linn] who had 1 


right, to saddie the 
auly, 
disc iminated 
leman frem New York, 
ferred to the authority 


of ancient usage in support of his doctrine, that 
A.Ccient Customs were sometimes wrong. It was 
formerly contended in England than kings governed 
by Divine right. The gentleman would detest an 
idea of this description. The gentleman from New 
York would po! say it wasa doctrine of this day 
Those things had all passed away—had been abo- 
lished by common sense and reason. We adopted 
rarious improvements in the march of intelleet ia 
the cou must i uided by he light of exe 
preiicnce ft might have been right in 1789 to pro- 
tect manpnfactures, and mignat be wrong at this 
tune. Wasnot every age competent to govern 
uselt? He ia demuustrate to some of some of 
Bis oriby friend har ¢ y re wrong, and he 
wisne! ‘:em to come over and vote aza.} protec- 
. = poke partientar!y to the gentleman trom 
‘Mennessee [Mr. Annotn) beiore him. If he uid 
demonstrate that manufactuyes was to 
Nivstrate all ¢ he vou on them 
to Corse Over aha vole i ‘ judl prineiples Wras 
irighi to tax ninety-nine out of one hundred indi- 


viduals for the benelit of the remsining one, who 


could sustain. himself without it?) When you give 

uc mana privilege, of necessity you must take it 
from anvther man. He wanted not to depress 
mauufaciures, but to place them Ou the same 
EO ith other branche: lusiry. Let every 
Iad1vic ual depend on hime-lf, and we would go on 


to glory much better. 

The genticman from Kentucky [Mr. Mersnaty] 
1y spoke of the glory of England. He 
brought up, as lawyers usuaily do, the good side 
only England was the most powerful nation on 
earth; but did it become so by protection? Were 
there not there thousauds of poor individuals 
starving for want of bre ‘ad? Was that anexampl» 
for us? This reminded him of the fable of the uy 
and bees. The fly came every day to the bee hive 
to teach the bees music. The fly was poor, cold, 
and huugry. The bees said to this fly, go hence; 
your proiession has brought you to this condition, 
and we do not want to learn your business. Could 
not this be applied to England? One great means 
of England’s power arose probably from doing 
whatit had been doing—running roughshod over 
the poor Chinese, simply because they refused to 
eat opium. England was also doing us injuries. 
We ha: been delaved twenty or thirty years in the 

ettlement of our Northeastern boundary question. 
She took every thing, and gave up nothing. From 
ihis course the. English Gavernment has become so 
powerful. It was our duty to prevent these long 
negoliations, and bring things to a close. His 
maxim was, “an honorable peace, or a decided 
war.” Did they believe that England would have 
done any thing to repair the burning of the Caro- 
line if we bad not got an individval in New York 
who, he believed, was guilty enough to be hune? 
If we let negoliations settle these matters, we never 
would see them settled on earth. But Engiand 
was doing worse still than this. Lord Aberdeen 
had asserted the right of visitation. If they cou!d 
visit our ships, and we not visit theirs, was it not 
equal to the right of search? It was very probable 
that these movements of the Briush Government 
had done more to raise her character and power 
than any protective duties. Butit was exiremely 
Singniario hear an individual talking about the 

‘aroline, i hen discussing the subject of free trade; 
znd only that he had the precedent before him, hi 
wonld not have done it, except in Commitee 
the Whole. There they had no limits except their 
imaginations. In his Siate there were but ivo 
mannfactories. Was it right to tax ali the other 
people of the State jor their benefit? When the 

country saw they wer 


working prople of the 
i enefit of the mannfue- 
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Ov ged t) Se taxed for th: 
turers, they would give 
system of protection. 
Mr. ARNOLD said he hal been advised hy 
some of his friends to speak upon this question. 
They had said that perhapsa speech would have 
some beneficial effect on him. They were afraid, 
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by his silence at this session, that he had accumu- 
ated racher too much steam, and he had better let 
it off, so that he might get relief. He had had no 


ijea of doing this until he heard the ranting, raving 
speech of the litle gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, (Mr. Arnerton;] but the very face‘ious— 
he wust not say the ridiculous—speech of the gen- 
tleman from Hiinois [Mr. Reynoups} had almost 
put him out of the notion of speaking; but, as the 
gentleman hailed originally from the same section 
of country from which he came, he would endeavor 
)answer one or two of his positions. They had 
heard ag extraordinary speech from the gentleman 
from New Hampshire. He had come up and as- 
uiled this Administration, running a parallel be- 
ween the expenditures of this Administration and 
those of the late Administration of Mr. Van Buren. 
it was a most extraordinary position. Whose Ad- 
ministration was this? Was ita Whig Adminis- 
tration? He (Mr. Arnon) denied emphatically 
that itwas. It bad not the Jeast tincture of Whig 
loetrines about it. (Laughter.] No; it was the 
entleman’s own Administraticn; it had merely 
changed hands. It was true, the people thought 
hey had effected a great lauon in 1840. They 
had hurled Van Buren from power with scorn, 
coutempt, and indignation—uinore so, perhaps, than 
ny man was ever hurled trom the Presidential 
chair; and there t He had thought 


ren 
reve 


e matter ended 





rat ti effected a revolution; the great mass 
of the through the country had thought so. 
But an unfortunate stroke of Providence falling on 


ns, and taking the lamented Harrison 
thrown this Gover 


n from us, had 
ment instantaneously, at the 

moment of that veuerable patriot’s decease, into 
he hands of mocern Democracy again; and when 
a Whig Congress had been paralyzed in every ef- 
fect by the Executive, who now stood surrounded 
by the modern Democracy on every hand, modern 
Democracy rises here, and runs a parallel between 
ine expenditures of Van Buren’s administration 
and the administration of John Tyler, who was a 
worse Loco Foco than Van Buren! It was most 
extraordinary. Could a man lis‘en to it with pa- 
ence? No; sick as he was, he could not. 
tania er.] They (the Whigs) were not account- 
and did not intend to be, to this Administra- 
tion. The gentleman talked abouta revolution. 
Yes; there had been a revolution, and one that this 
country would long frel, which began at the day of 
the cemise of William Henry Harriscn whom 
they had elected. Were they accountable to this 
Aministration? Where was Harrison’s cabinet? 
Only one of them was left, and he was in so ques- 
tionable a shape that he hada mind to speak to 
him. And was that a revolution? What was 
there in any of the great measures of the late ses- 
sion that, as the gentleman toldthem, had been 
condemned? He knew, from tae indications be 
had seen in the public prints, tha a who were 
the Whig party proper on this fl were to be par- 
alyzed at ihe White House. He knew that when 
they come here they were to be hardly tolerated in 
this House; that there would be an atiempt to ride 
over them roughshod; and they had this day wit- 
nessed the beginning of that attempt from the 
great, lofty, and gigantic State of New Hampshire. 
As the gentleman from New Hampshire had 
taken such hasty oflence at what the gentleman 
from Vermont had said, he i ARNoLD) could 
do him the favor to give him his opinion ot New 
Hamdshire—of the natural, meora!, and politica! 
sate of New Hampshire. He should give his 
he satdown. He 


ahia 
able, 


n all these heads before 


OPIHION oO 


knew that the Whies who were left here were 
ardly to be tolerated this session, and they had 
en the beginning of it this morning. They had 


seen itheld out in the official paper here—he called 
It the oflicial; to be sure there was a liide split ap- 
parently on the subject of the ‘“‘fiscality,” bat on 
ail other things be looked on the Globe more ss the 
ficial organ than any other paper except the 
Herald, and that had been iwitdng them, and tel- 

ne them how modes! the great Whig party were 
who had passed the ‘gag rule;” that they felt th: 
ehbuke the people had given them. He woul! 
teach the Globe, if his life was spared, before this 
session closed, how mneh he had reformed—how 
much he had changed his opinions since the called 














session. The modern Democracy was perfectly 
intoxicated at its apparent suceess at the recent 
elecuons at the East, the West, North, and South; 
and were coming here and giving notice that they 
would repeal ths bill and that. Beautiful, in- 
deed! A revolution! ([Laughter.} What pro. 
duced this revolution? Did the cry of the “gag,” 
of the ‘fone hour rule?” Did the people want to 
hear six or eight hour speeches here at the called 
session, when the nation was bowed down and 
mourning under misery and wretchedness? Was 
the “one hour rule” ~ cause of the great revolu- 
ition of which they spoke? He said it was not. 
The American peopie,so far ashe had been with 
them—the intelligent of ali parties, said that the 
“one hour rule” was a great and a glorious rule; 
and they hoped to see it inserted among the rules 
of this House as a permanent rule, because they 
say one hour is long enough for a man of sense to 
speak, and a great deal too long for afool. Was 
it the rele to take a bill out of committee that 
they might come to a vote onit, which they had 
borrowed from the Democrats, that had caused 
this revolution? That was not! erigina) with the 
Whigs. The only origisal measure was the “‘one 
hour rule.” The taking a bill out of committee 
originated with the modern Democracy; and if that 
would produce a revolution in this country, it was 
a most extraordinary state of things. What was 
it hat had prodneed the revolution? Was it the 
distribution bill? That had not yet gone into effect. 
Was it the bankrupt law? that law of humanity 
in favor of the poor, over whom the modern De- 
mvucracy shed so many crocodile tears, and which 
provided, when you had wrung every thing from 
him, for the relief of an unfortunate and honest 
poor man—for he must be honest before he can 
take the benefit of this law, which was a law of 
humanity, of kindness, and gentleness? Could it 
be that the people had been revolutionized on ac- 
countof this law? It was notso. Modern De- 
mocracy may cease to laugh on thissubject. The 
revolution of which they speak is ail imagination. 
It had been created by the apathy of the Whigs— 
by the smoke from the artillery at the other end of 
the avenue. Their own guns, wnich the Whigs 
had mounted and charged, had been turned upon 
them. 

Maryland had elected a Democratic Governor, 
because 8 000 Whigs had staid at home; and mo- 
dern Democracy had triumphed in New York be- 
cause 50,000 Whigs had staid at home. He 
thanked God that they had not done it in Tennes- 
see. The Whigs had triumped there under the 
state of things produced by this modern Demo- 
cratic President, although they came very near 
losing the State, because a great many of the ho- 
nest people did not know where to lay the blame. 
They saw us here two weeks organizing this 
House, and you know what part the modern De- 
mocracy took in retarding the business of the 
country by motions to adjourn, and the call of yeas 
and nays every quarter of an hour. And if this 
right arm was net enervated, the country should 
know what it was that disorganized this House for 
nearly two weeks, when we came up to relieve the 
country. They ail knew, but the people did not 
know, and it should be known how the modern 
Democracy acts. And the gentleman from New 
Hampshire had intimated to the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Linn] because his [Mr. L’s] con- 
stiiments did not all turn ont, but 800 in his dis- 
trict staid away from the poils, thai he cught to 
The gentleman had said “there has been 

vo'e since you we.e elected, and the majority 

ted against you.” It was a bad rule that did 
not work both ways. He wanted the gen'leman to 
stand up . this doctrine, and he (Mr. ARNoLD) 

pledge his right arm that he would 


resign. 


would 
never represent a district that went for King Scape- 
goat. [low had the 
the other branch of this Legislature? Look to 
Onio. He shonid not be in order if he speke of 
“Petticoat Allen,” but gentlemen took great lati- 
tude here sometimes, and, as the Federal gentle- 

van from I}linois had said, every thing had bern 
discussed but the question before the House. At 
the beginning of the discussion he had asked the 
Speaker if there was no rule by which this could 


modern Democracy acted if 
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int 


be stopped, for he saw to what it would lead, buthe } 
could do nothing. 

He intended to have stopped this debate until 
the question could have come up fairly on the re- 
modification of the tariff; but on ihe question of re- 
ference the whole matter had been opened, and 
they had gone pre and con into the merits of Van 
Buren’s and Tyler’s administrations; and the mo- 
dern Democracy were railing at Tyler’s Adminis- 
traiion! That was the g:eatest humbug thal he 
had heard; that the Whigs were to be heid accouat- 
able for this Administrauon! Harrison was going 
to turn out therogues and rascals cf Van Buren’s 
administration, while he allowed the clever fel- 
lows to remain in office. He (Mr. A ) was 
against proscription. He had said here and every- 
where that he was opposed to it. His district 
would tell what his feelings were. But the Ame- 
rican people expected that the dishonest and incom- 
petent part of the offi&holders were to be turned out. 
And what was the unquestioned faci? Tyler bad 
not only kept in office some who were considered 
most dishonest, but worse than that, the very dis- 
honest knave that the sound patriot Harrison, who 
hever removed an officer without cause, had put 
out of office, John Tyler, this modern Loco F “co, 
had put into office again. And here was modern 
Loco Focoism geiting up, and telling us, ‘Justify 
your Administration!” 

He had thought ‘hat this system of burning Trea- 
sury buildings would be stopped, but how would it 
be, if Tyler kept in office these very rogues? Tyler 
had not only kept such men in office, but tho-e 
whom General Harrison, who was never kaown to 
do any man injustice on the face of the earth, had 
turned out, Tyler had reiastaicd. And now the 
gentleman from New Hampsiire says “your Ad- 
midistration is so exiravagani!’ Saould he (Mr. 
ARNOLD) sit by and hear these thiags, and not con- 
tradict them? and not let the country know the 
truth? Ele would not do it. The country should 
know the lengh, breadth, and height of Tyler’s 
wickedness. He had nothing to ask of hin. We 
had asked to have a modern Loco Feco, who jasi 
before the c'ose of Mr. Van Buren’s administra- 


tion whopped about and became a Van Buren 
map, removed from office, and a man much more 


competent, whom every Whiz member from the 
State recommended, to be sanoiaied in his stead, 
but John Tyler and his Secretary of State, between 
them, had kept in office the former incumbent 
against the unanimous recommendation of every 
Whig member from Tennessee. 

He said to the gentieman from New Hampshire, 
if this great revolution haa taken place of which 
he speaks, if it proved any thing on the face of the 
earth, it proved that the people just wanted to get 
rid of Van Buren; and as socn as that was done, 
they were willing to accept of Tyler, or any Loco 
Foco. But that was not the case. 

If these Loco Foco principles wore to be 
out, Van Buren might as well have done it as any 
one; and og should infinitely have preferred this 
to its being eby Tyler. When a gent 


carried 


ieiman 


*pitche > aud ‘eae (io use a homely phy: se,) a¢ 
the gentleman from New Hamesiire had done to- 
day, he ought to remember that all bis eforis fall 
on the devoted he ad of Va 1Duren. Whatarevo- 
lution! Th atthe American peopie should pui 
the Whig pariy into power, and tuen return back 


to aaa cy without trying one 
measure! 
he would feel 


1 ret a ee 
il Was O* <0. bi a cvuid telleve 


as the modern Da: 


fall. When the reports Harrisen’s suece: 
came in, several leading Democrats said to him, 
“Well, Aru old, eur party has abused Hamilton 


very much because he said the peuple wer 
capable oi se!f 
of the art:liery we heard in the East. Wresi. 
Nor h and Sou —W! : toey caw the triumph of 
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j I } } ‘ r ’ 
William Geary Harrison, the Democracy sa 
calmly, as the Wh we.e ow represented bj 
the Globe, compleeiy chap fallen, and sad 
*© You have abuseii ¢ Hamilton wrongfully ; h 


said the American pes ni > were ho’ Capac ie of sei 
government, and now we are convinced of th 
truth of it.’ Now, he acknowledged if there 
Was a revi lution—if, on account of the one hour 


rule, or the mode of taking bills out of commiitee, 
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the American people had performe d this great soe 
lution against the Whig party, and put the modern 
Democracy in, that the American people were inca- 
pable of selfgovernment. It was inconsistent with 
common sense. Why had not “petticoat Allen,” 
with twenty-five thousand votes against him in 
Ohio, resigned his seat? Did the Senators from 
Ohio regard the voice of the American people}? 
No. Did the modern Democracy regard the popu- 
lar vote? No; they set it at defiance. So it was 
in Ohio. How was it in Connecticut? Majority 
afler majority had gone against the Connecticut 


Senator. Did heresign? He ca!led on men to act 
up to their professions. Had Mr. Smith, of Con- 


necticut, resigned? No. How was it with Wil- 
liams of Maine? He held on to the Treasury teat 
“like a young possum.” (He wished this homely 
simile to be excused, for it was just suited to the 
subject.) How was it with Mouton from Lou- 
isiaba? 

Tne SPEAKER here called Mr. A. to order. 

Mr. WELLER hoped the gentleman would not 
be interrupted now, but permitted to procee, and 
that others might reply. 

Mr. ARNOLD wanted gentlemen on the other 
said to contradict himif he was nottelling the tru'h; 
if it was truth, the country ought to know it; but 
he would not pursue his course of remark if the 
Speeker considered it out of order. 

The SPEAKER said it was notin order to speak 
of Senators by their names. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he did not know that those 
he had spoken of were in the Senate now; they 
might have resign¢ } 


i—'hey ought to have done so, 
How wasitin Tennessee? 
ferred to the inconsistencies of the 


{He here re- 
“modern De- 
mocracy” in thai Siate.] Tosat was his great ob 
jection to modern Democracy; they went for the 
party, and not for the country. The; never had, 
and never would, present the glorious, the sublime 


speciacle of Harrison’s cabinet. He looked at 
them as @ ; right, a glorious, a sunny light to this 
nation; they were found ready and williog, for the 

-ke of theic country, to lay down their offices— 
rich offices, too—-at a talary of $6,000 per year. 
They laid them down on the altar of their country; 
they ‘tatned their backs on them and “CG; ptain 


Tyler, ton; they were appointed by General Har- 
rison, and would not be responsitle for your mo- 
dera Loco Fuoco doctrines. It was the sublimest 
spectacie that America had ever and what- 
ever taunis assauits might be hurled at these 
men, our conntry would write their names in cha- 
racters of living gold. When did modein Demo- 
cracy ever give up an office? When she was 
choked off, and not otherwise. ([Laughter.] 
{Ele here further referred to the course of modem 
Democracy in Tennessee—a State where the Whigs 
had a majority of twelve thousand, and also in the 
Legislature onj igpballot, but where the opposition 


cap} 
seen, 


° ? 
aha 





having a majority of one in the Senate, had the 
power, and had exercised it, of preventing the 
election ot United States Senators, and bad re- 

versed and nullified the constitution of the Sta 
he State wholly unrepresented in the Se. 
nate, whatever question might come up] And 
{ ud Mr. A. because the modern Democracy 
ant the minor » rul This was an illusira- 

t rf rod i j mocrac 

He did not intend to discuss the question of the 
tanff present. He merely wanted to answer 
he deiwnagegical cant of the gent eman from New 
Hampshire. What was New Hampshire, that 
she shouid furnish a lever in politics, that must gat 
up here and dictate t what committee this refe- 
renee shovle be made? What was New Hamp- 
shire? A most barren and sterile piece of earth 
fle never could think of New Hampshire without 
iva of black chilly rocks, ef the screeching 
ray if. Was she advancing in 
n? He believed not. She was the only 
Sia'e in the Union that had taken a retrograde 
mavyement; of, atlcatt, she advanced in population 
E lan any other State She was in favor of 
ree trade He would hike to know what New 
Hampshire had to trade on? [Laugin er.] On po- 


lities; that was all; it had been her tra 
He was toli there was one 
the State, and that 


le for years. 
manufacturing town in 
was in the genileman’s district 
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neat sSctananecal ioeeeniginpnasavadeisonpaaipiaatnapengeammataaanaaaean anata 
salle did not know but the very residence of ‘the 
gentieman—and that gave a large majority against 
him. He would like to know if this was so. 

Mr. ATHERTON said that the town he iived in 
contained manufacturing establishments which 
produced probably near fifteen millions of yards of 
cloth yearly. But the gentleman labored under a 
great mistake if he supposed that to be the only 
manufacturing town in the Siate, there being a 
large number of them. They were interspersed 
almost throughout the whole State. There were 
few portions of the Union, of equal extent, more 
interested in manufaciures. In some of the manu- 
facturing towns there were majorities for him, and 
in some against him. 

Mr. ARNOLD inquired what the vote was in 
the gentleman’s own town. 

Mr. ATHERTON said that there had been, for 
a few years past, a majority against him, not of 
five or six hundred, as had been intimated, but of 
from less than one hundred to twe hundred and 
perhaps a little upwards. And for four or five 
years in succession, there had also been large ma- 
jorities in his favor. 

Mr. ARNOLD inquired whether that was re- 
cently. 

Mr. ATHERTON replied that it was within 
eight or ten years, and since the anntiane es: 
tablishments had sprung up there. 

Mr. ARNOLD thouzht the gentieman’s expla- 
nation rendered his position st.ll more awkward. 
He had said his State was dotted all over with ma- 
nufactories, “and yet had gone for free trade! It 
had always appeared to him most extraordinary to 
hear American cilizens denouncing home indusiry, 
and wanting to bring our country to dependence on 
France and Eogland. [Mr. A. here repelied to 
an argument of Mr. Reynoips, and illustrated the 
benetits of the protective system in a supposed 
case. ] 

He concluded by remarking that 
very sick, [\avehter,] and had gene on 
he had expected to have. been able. 
question came up, he would show the Globe, and 
moirra Democracy throughout the country, if his 
life was spared, that he had not changed. He re. 
gretied that the gentleman frou Maryland [Mr. W. 
C. Jonnson] had felt it his duty, ia the organization 
of the Elonse, to have moved the adoption of the 
rules ef a (self-styled) Democratic Congress. He 
(Vir. A.) bad voted against them; he would have 
the “one hour rule” brought up again; and if gen- 
tlemen, with their own:u 
Committee of the Whole, he would see how they 
would now go. Let them come forward with their 
bills to repeal the Bankrupt law, and the Distribu- 
tion bill, before it went into effect, and then tell the 
people how these measures would ruin the country. 

[A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickens, esq. Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a joint resolu- 
lion appointing a commitiee of three to meet such 
committee ay might be appointed by the House, to 
g of the statue of Washington 
and to direct the details of ihe pe- 


he had been 
onger than 
Bat when the 


arrange the placin 
in the rotundo, 
Atal 

sial. 
d from the Prasident 
Roserr TYcer, 
Iicuse that the President 
bill making appro- 


partment for the 


And a message was receive 
ef the United States, by 
Secretary, informing the 
had approved and signed the 


priations in part for the civil 


esq. bi 


year 1842.] 
Mr. A RNOLD having conciuded, 
Mr. WELLER obtained the floor, and moved 


ihat the H. suse do now adjoarn. 
The motion was suspend fed for the mome nt, and 
The SPEAKER Jaid before the Hovse a letta: 
from the Secretary of State, stating that the sixth 
census, OF enumeraiion of 


the inhabitants of the 
United States, has 


been comy sleted 


a rnd 2ccom- 
on aon Re te 
panied by a nied copy of an said census; as also, 
a particula: census of all pensioners of the United 
Siates, with their hames, ages, and residences, 


I'he statistics and ether matters of information ¢e 
necied with the taking of the census the S 
States are yet in progress, 


-On~ 
Sec re tary 

Ordered, That the said letter, census, and accom- 
panying papers do lie on the table; and that the 


same number of copies of the papers in manuscript 


le, had taken bills out of 
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be printed as have been directed by law to be print- | 
ed of ihe census 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON made some motion for 
printing an extra number of copies, not heard by 
the Reporter. 

On leave given, petitions and memorials were 
presented by the following members, and were ap- 
propriately referred: 

Mr. STANLY of North Carolina 

Mr. LOWELL of Maine. 

Mr. PROF FIT of Indiana. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST of Rhode Island. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama. 

Mr. CROSS of Arkansas 

Mr. MALLORY of Virginia. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana 

Mr. BURKE of New Hampshire. 





On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the petition of W. 
Wright of Massachusetts, in relation to sume of 
the transactions of the Commonwealth Bank of 
Boston, was ordered to be referred to a select com- 
mittee 

On leave given, Mr. J. B. THOMPSON of- 


fered the 
adopted : 

1. Resolved, That the petition and papers of H. 
King’s heirs, on file, be referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

2. Toa the petition and papers of J. G. Done- 
gly, on file, be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

3. That the petition of 
ind accompanying papers 
milter on Naval Affairs. 

4. Taoat the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
trucied to inquire into the propriety of allowing 
further time to the trustees of Centre College, of 
Kentucky, to sell lands heretofore granted them 
in the Territory of Florida, and report by bill or 
otherwise 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the joint resolution 
from the Senate (above referred to) in relation to 
Greenough’s Statue, was taken up and concurred 
in. 

And, cn motion of Mr. BRIGGS, the committee 
on the part of this House was ordered to consist of 
hive memoers. 

Mr. CAM PBELL, of Tennessee, gave noiice 
that on Monday next, or at the first opportun ity 
hechive, he would ask leave to introduce a bill 
explanato ry of the several acts of Congress making 
provision for the payment of horses lost by the vo- 
lunteers of the State of Tennessee in the service of 
the United States. 

Mr. WATTERSON gave notice of a bill, (ob- 


following resolutions, which were 


Colonel Anthony Gale 
be referred to the Com- 


ject not beani, nor found on the journal.) 


Mr. CUSHING gave notice that he would bere- 
atter ask leave to introduce a bill concerning the 
connage duty on Spanish vessels. 

One or two further struggles for the floor we 
made, when, 7 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Monpay, December 27, 1841. 

Mr. KING presented the credential: of the Hon. 
\Arraur P. Baasy, Senator elect from the State of 
Alabama, in the place of CLemenr C. Cray, re- 

gned. 

Mr. BAGBY was then duly qualified, and took 
his Seat 

The PRI ~SIDENT pro. tem. of the Senate laid 
before that body a communication from the State 
Department, announcing that the printing of the 
enumeration of the sixth census, had been com- 


re 
ict 


So 


Also, from the Department of War, in comp'i- 
ance with a joint resolution of 29:h May, 1830, 
presenting a listof such persons as have applhed 
for pensions or increase of pensions. 

Oa motion of Mr. BATES, the laticr commur ni- 
cation was referred to the Commiitee on Pensic 

Mr. ‘W RIGHT presented apetition froma num- 
ber of merchants of the city of New York, asking 
that the operation of the Bankrupt law may i 
postponed for two years from the Ist February 
next. Mr. W. said the memorial was signed by 
veveral of the most respectable firms in the city, 


who placed their reasons on the single ground that, 
in thistime of general depression and embarrass- 
ment, so large a quantity of assets will be thrown 
into the market, as to amount almost to the entire 
| sacrifice of the ereditors. It was also signed by 
| five of the banks of the city, viz: the Bank of Ame- 
| rica, Leather Dealers’, Lafayette, Merchants’, and 
| Phenix. 

| Also, from other merchants, 

same subject. 

The petitions were referred to the Committee on 
| the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SMITH of Indiana: The petition and 

papers of Robert Dickerson, of Indiana, praying ‘o 
he allowed to loca 
rant: referred to 
| Lands, 
On motion of Mr. SMITH, the Committee on 
|} the Publie Lands was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of the citizens of Car- 
|} roll parish, Louisiana, relative to the construction 
of a levee across the public lands, &c. and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a petition from citizens 
of the United Sta'es, asking to have a bridge built 
over the Ohio river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
Margaret D. Shaw, widow and executrix of J. D. 
Shaw, asking indemnity for stores lost in the Essex: 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Jemima 
i| Watson; and the petition of -—— Honeywell; which 
latter was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
vey Claims. 

SEVIER presented the petition of Captain 
Pree M. Shreve, asking an allowance for a cer- 
tain invention used by the United States, to re- 
move snags, &c. from rivers: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Juciciary 
be instructed to inquire into the necessity and pro- 
priety of providing by law fer the appointment of 
a distriet judge of the State of Mississippi, and to 
assign the present incumbent the northern district 
of said State, and to increase the salary to be re- 
ceived by the judge of each district. 

Oa motion of Mr. ALLEN, 

Resolved, That the Pres ident of the United States 
be reques ted to inform the Senat te, if in his opi- 
nion it may be done without detriment to the pub- 
lic interests, whether any proposition has beea 
made to or received from the British Government 
since the 4th March, 1840, relative to a mutual 
right of search; and, if so, to lay before the Senate 
allthe corres; ondence, together with any instruc- 
tions that may have been given since that time by 
this Government to our Minister at England relat- 
ing to this subect. 

The following bilis were intf@@uced on leave, 
agreeably io notice heretofore given, read the first 
and by special order a second time, and appro- 

priately referred 

By Mr. KING: A bill for the relief of Jesse 
Carpenter: referred to the Committee en Pablic 
Lands 

Also, a bill for the ae of the Plum Island 
Bridge and Tarnpike Company; which, with the 

apers on file relative thereto, was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 
| By Mr. HENDERSON: A bill to confirm the 
| survey and location of claims to lands in the State 
| 
| 
| 
| 


in relation to the 


te a Virginia military land war- 
Public 


the Committee on the 


| 








SS 


of Mississippi, east of Pearl river and south of the 
thirty-first degree of north latitude: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. LINN: A bill to authorize the issue of a 
patent to the heirs and legal representatives of 
Francis Rivard, deceased; which, with the docu- 
ments pertaining thereto, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Capt. J. Throck- 
morton; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Ciaims. 

By Mr. YOUNG: A bill granting to the State 
of Hiinois an additional quantity of land to aid in 
the completion of the Illinois and Michigan Ca- 
nal; and 

A bill to amend the act entitled “An act to ap- 











propriate the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, and to grant pre-emption rights,” approved 
September 4th, 1841, so as to secure to the settlers 
upon the public lands, otherwise qualified, the 
rights of pre-emption under the provisions of said 
act, whether the same shall have been surveyed 
previous to such settlement or not. 

They were severally referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. BENTON, agreeably to notice given on 
Thursday last, astted leave to intreduce a bill for 
the postponement of the operations of the Bank- 
rupt law till July next, and to extend its provisions 
to the banking corporations. Mr. B. prefaced his 
motion with a long and able argument te show the 
necessity of the postponement, and the propriety 
and justice of including the banks. He argued 
that in the first place there was not sufficient time 
allowed at the extra session to discuss and mature 
the bill properly; that it was a,Federal Whig mea- 
sure, and could not have been passed, except as 
preliminary to the passage of the land revenue dis- 
tribution bill, and that it was fraught with ruin and 
disgrace, and must be execrated by the country, 
unless repealed by themselves, or nullified by the 
judiciary. If it was po:tpone’, he would give his 
aid to perfect another bill. He argued that it was 
no bankrupt system in any sense of the term, and 
as such, Congress had no moral or constitutional 
right to pass it—that it was purely and simply an 
insolvent law, a property law, and a law for thefabo- 
lition of debts, and cai culated tofree debtors from 
their creditors with the greatest possible rapidity, 
and the least possible trouble or expense. To show 
that the ground he took was true, he contrasted the 
provisions of the act with the provisions of the 
real bankrupt system as is known to the commer- 
cial countrics of the world, and which the framers 
of the Constitution had in view which they antho- 
rized Congress to act upon the subject. He main- 
tained that the primary object of all bankrupt 
laws was to benefit creditors and enable them to 
have something out of an unfortunate or dishonest 
debtor’s estate; but that this act was the reverse— 
was for the benefit of tbe debtor alone. He 
showed that according to all systems of bankruptcy 
the option of making a debtor a bankrupt was 
with the creditor, and argued that in jastice 
it should be so, but that in this bill the option was 
given to the debtor. He went into an analysis 
of the whole law, and showed with what ease 
frauds could be committed under it—that a man 
might become a bankrupt as often as he pleased, 
and that the operation could be performed four 
times a year, and tweniy-five per cent. be gained 
each time on the whole amount of his debts. This, 
he argued, might become a profitable business, and 
be the means of introducing a new application of 
the credit system, and open up a new line of enter- 
prise to the modern financiers of the world, who 
might choose to congregate in America for the pur- 
pose of engaging in it. It was what was called 
the voluntary system of bankrupicy—a thing, he 
contended, unknown to the legislation of the world 
until hatched into existence under the hot incuba- 
tion of the extra session, for the purpose of catch- 
ing the votes of bankrupts, which were estimated 
at hundred of thousands. 

Mr. B. showed how unjust the operation of the 
law would be upon the creditor, ager! foreign in 
particular,) by the short notice given of the filing 
of the petition of the bankrupt. Ino twenty days 
after such notice the petiiioner is to be heard, and 
the trial to be had. In ninety days the final certi- 
ficate may be eranted; and every creditor, let him 
he where he may, who does not appear within 
these days and prove his debts, or disprove the 
petitioner’s statements, or convict him of fraud— 
every one so failing, loses his debts forever, and is 
cut off from any share in the proceeds of the sales 
of the bankrupt’s estate. 

He summed up the points of objection to the law 
as follows: 

First. Because it is not a bankrupt system with- 
in the meaning of that term as used in the Consti- 
tution. 

Secondly. Because it is an insolvent law, and is, 
in that respect, an invasion of the rights of the 
States to pass. 
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Thirdly. Because it is a property law, and such 
as no State or the Congress of the United States 
has any right to pass. 

Fourthly. Because it is an invasion of State ju- 
risdiction, in drawing into the federal judiciary 
the trial of causes properly triable in the State 
tribunals. 

Mr. B. showed that by the bankruptlaw of Eng- 
jand, banking corporations, except such as were 
exclude! by siatute, were placed upon the same 
footing as persons. He went on tosay that he was 
no friend to the bankrupt system, and believed 
that there was but little occasion for it in the 
United States, except for the banking and money 
dealing corporations. He showed that they re- 
ceived all the benefits of the law, by coming in for 
an equal participation of the assets of the bank- 
rupt, whilst they were exempt from iis operation, 
however much they miglit be indebted to the com- 
munity, and unable qr unwilling to pay. He con- 
tended that a bankrupt process was the proper re- 
medy for those institutions which set all law, ail 
government, all morals at defiance, and pillaged 
and plundered the country as they pleased. 

Mr. B. repeated, he was no friendeven to a bona 
fide bankrupt system, between man and man, such 
as prevails in England and other commercial 
countries; but as to this extra session act of theirs, 
the impious offspring of Bank and State, he detested 
and abhorred it. It was an insult and an out- 
rage upon the 19th century. It was big with 
shame and ruin tothe present age, and with dis- 
astrous influence apon posterity. Millions upon 
millions of debt must be sponged by it. Thou- 
sands aad tens of thousands of families must be re- 
duced to want by it. Hundreds of banks must 
perish under it; every Ove carrying loss and injury 
to the community within its sphere. The rising 
generation must feel its baleful influence. Tue 
facility with which debis can be thrown off will be 
an inducement to contrac! them, and a license to 
spend in idleness or vice what should have goae to 
the creditor. Can such a law, he asked, stand 
without demoralizing posierity? without teaching 
the rising generations to become spendthrifts and 
bankrup‘s, instead of becoming useful and respect- 
able members of society? In mercy to posterity, 
if not in justice to themselves, he said, they should 
repeal this law. They should not suffer the young 
aad flexible mind to say to itself, while contracting 
a debt, the law stands ready to release me from it 
whenever I choose to throw it down. 

Mr. HENDERSON said he could not sit by and 
hear the remarks of the Senator from Missouri 
without offering some few words inreply. The 
Senator said he did not debite the Bankrupt bill at 
the special session. Why not? The bill was 
brought up, argued in general and in detail by 
Senaiors on ail sides, as would be well remembered 
by the Senate and the country. Every part of it 
was discussed, and every provision alluded to by 
the Senator from Missouri, this morning, andif not 
by him by others opposed to the bill. 

The Senator had also pronounced the bilia mere 
insolvent Jaw, and one greatly immoral! in its cha- 
racter. If so immoral, which be denied, the dis- 
covery was not soon mads; for the Senator had not 
thought proper to make complaint of the insolvent 
laws so long in force in many of the States. But 
it was no insolvent law: and no insolvent law, it 
was weil koown, could reach beyond the States. 
The Couris had uniformly decided that any such 
jurisdiction extended beyond the powers of the 
States, and encroached upon the powers of the 
Congress of the United Siates. 

The Senator had also made remarks in refe- 
rence to the assignee portions of the bill, which 
were not warranted by any thinginit. Equally 
unjust was what was said of the party characier of 
this bill. wilh a Senator from Mi- 
chigan, [Mr. Norvecui,] a political friend of the 
Senator from Missouri; and whatever honor be- 
Jonged to any one for its introduction here, be- 
longed to that Senator. 

Tae Senator had also pronounced the bill un- 
constitutiona!,and had told us what he would do if 
he were a judge upon the bench. Why, then, 
did the Senator condemn this measure in advance? 
Why could he not wait the judgment of the Courts, 
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He commented also upon what the Senator from 
Missouri had said of the difference 
Sankiupt bill of Enzland and the bill passed at 
the extra session of Congre “here was no such 
cifference as he had specified; and the terms of the 
law in reference to corporations were same. 
There was no Bankrupt law ia the worid which 
incluced corporaiions. It seemed singular to him, 
also, that the Senator should « ppose the bill for the 
reasons he had given, particularly when he re 
membered the views which that Senator had ex- 
pressed upon the indebtedness of Europe. The 
Senator had placed himself in a position here to 
advecaie the rights of creditors in Europe, yet no 
one Was more anxious than he was, on some occa- 
sions, to show how little those creditors were enti- 
tled to. 

Mr. BENTON interrupted the Senator from 
Mississippi to deny the allegation, and challenged 
him to the proof of what he asserted. 

Mr. HENDERSON would make no particular 
specification; but he would remark that on different 
occasions the Senator had denounced their system 
of legisiation. He apprehended that the Senator 
would soon be found on the side of the banking cor- 
porations, who were now asking Congress to repeal 
this law. Many of the banks would oppose this law, 
for it would sooa expose the rotten condition of their 
affairs, and their small assets without a real founda- 
tion for their issues. He therefore expected to see 
many of the moneyed corporations of the country op- 
posing this law, and asking for its repeal. They 
had already seen such an application this morning 
in the petition presented by the Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Wriacur,] and that, too, under no other 
guise or specification than that a sacrifice of pro- 
perty must ensue from the operations of the law. 
The effects which must go into insolvency, would, 
no doubt, be great; and he felt confident that a dis- 
honest man had no more to gain under this law, 
than an honest man bad, notwithstanding the Sena- 
tor from Missouri had maintained a position to the 
con'rary. He was not now prepared to an<wer ithe 
labored arguments of the Senator; but, when the 
bill came up, he would, if no other gentleman 
should feel disposed to do so, go into a response 
with regard to the constitutionality of thislaw. 

Mr. BENTON uniter {1 the Senator from 
Mississippi as saying that he was, on former occa- 
sions, opposed to paying European creditors. This 
Was not so. It was true that he objected to the 
proceeds of the public lands being applied to that 
obdject; but, on other accounts, they 
iitked to ascttlement of their deb!s. W 
ou former Occasions in reference to foreign credi- 
tors, was, that he would not give the proc’eds of 
the public lands to them any more than he would 
give them to his own State, or consent to his eon. 


between tre 


the 





{ood 





re fairly en- 


t 
Ww 
hat he had said 


stituents taking any part of the public plunder 
which ihe act auth@ized. 

Mr. WRIGHT «aid he rose simply in reference 
to the allusion made by the Senator from Mi-sissip- 
pi to petitions presented this morning and signed by 
merchants and bankers of New York. 
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institutions to warn Congress of the fact, and show 
the propriety of postponement. But because they 
do this, the inference is drawn that they are un- 
sound or msolvent. It was the singularity of the 
reason that induced him (Mr. Wriaat) to rise and 
make these remarks.» He entreated that no effort 
would be made to the prejudice of the petitioners, 
whose petiuion he had presented; but let them look 
at the subject as business men, and with a becom- 
ing sense of justice. 

Mr. HENDERSON remarked that he did not 
attempt to specify any particular banks as be- 
ing insolvent; but had meant to say that it was 
more likely that insolvent bankers would oppose 
the bill rather than balance accounts with their cre- 
ditors. 

Mr. CALHOUN did not rise to oppose the mo- 
tion, for he should vote for it, believing, as he did, 
every word uttered by the mover of tbe bill, as to 
the evil effect of the Bankrupt act. He believed 
that act to be one of the most flagrant laws ever 
passed in Congress. He had risen to say he hoped 
the Senator [Mr. Benvon] would not only perse- 
vere, but go a little fariher and amend his bill so as 
to repeal the act instead of postponing its opera- 
tion. If hedid not, he would himself make a mo- 
tion im the proper time so to amend the present 
bill. He had presented, a few days back, a me- 
morial from the Chamber of Commerce in his own 
State praying for the repeal of the act; and this 
alone, if his own opinion Was not against it, would 
induce him to make the amendment. There was 
one part of the Senator’s remarks with which he 
did not coincide—ithose which urged the necessity 
of including banks, and making them subject to the 
bankrupt law. He was opppesed to that propo- 
sition in any shape or form at that time. 

Leave was then granted. 

The dill was read the first, and, by special order, 
the second time. 

A message was received from the House, in- 
forming the Senate that they had passed the joint 
resolution for ihe appointment of a joint commit- 
tee to superintend the removal of the statue of 
Washington io another location in the rotunda, 
and that a committee had been appointed on their 
part 
' On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the President pro 
tem. was authorized to appoint the committee on 
the part of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. [Mr. Kina] laid te- 
fore the Senate the fcllowing communication, viz: 

1. From the State Depariment, stating that the 
returns of the sixth census, or enumeration of the 
people of the United States, had been printed. 

2. From the War Department, in pursuance of 
a joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress, 
contaiing a list of all such persons as have made 
application for pensions, or fur an increase of pen- 
sion, and a statement of the names of those who 
ought to be placed upon the pension roll. 

3. The annual report of the Commissioner cof 
the General Land Office. 

On motion ef Mr. SMITH cf Indiana, it was 
referred to the Committee on the Publie Lands. 

{ Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 





4. From the 
im.tting, in compliance with a resolution of the Se- 
nate, a statement exhibiting the value of imports 
aud exports during the year ending the 30th of 
Sepiember, 1841], as follows, viz: 
IMPORTS— 
Value of merchandise 
free of duty ~ $64,785,449 
Value of do. paying 
duty . - 59,381,934 


————— $124,167,333 





EXPORTS— 
Foreign merchandise, viz: 
Value of merchandise 
free of duty $10,798 451 
Value of paying 
duty ‘ - 4,303,175 


15,101,626 


au. 


Value of domestic pro- 
duce - 106,059, 685 


ee 





$121,161.314 


Note.—The value of impo:ts and exports for the 
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third quarter, ending 30th September 
estimate. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that, from the 
statement, it would be perceived that the imports 
exceeded the exports more than three millions, 
contrary to the impressions which had gone abroad 
on the subject. 

The report having been read, wa 
on the table and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, December 27, 1841. 

The journal of Thursday was read and ap- 
proved. 

On leave given, petitions were presented by the 
following gentlemen, and appropriately referred: 

Mr. EVERETT of Vermont. 

Mr. J C. CLARK of New York. 

Mr. WARD rose and said he proposed to move 
a postponement of the unfinished business of 
Thursday last for one hour, jor the purpose of re- 
ceiving such petitions as would not give rise to 
discussion; or until t.-morrow, (Mr. W. subse-~ 
quently said.) 

Mr. WISE expressed the hope that the branch 
of the resolution now pending would be passed 
over, in order that the undisputed portions of the 
resolation might be adupted. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said he would move to amend 
the motion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Warp] so as to suspend the ruics for the purpose 
of receiving reporis and petitions 

The SPEAKER said a motion to suspend the 
rule would not be in order, inasiiuch as, in the 
consideration of the unfinished business, the House 
was already acting under a suspensior of the rule 

Mr. WARD said he would so modify bis mo- 
tionl as to read ‘‘petitions and resolutions giving 
rise to no debate.” 

Mr. FiLLMOR E said be was enurely 
that this was a very unpreducive debate, and that 
it ovght to be brought to anend. The House wa« 
debating a mere abstraction, and the whole ground 
would have again to be gon2 over when the ques- 
tion of the tariff should come regularly up. He 
hoped an effort would be made to terminate the 
debate. 

Mr. PROFFIT suggested that if the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Fittmore]}] was sincere in 
the expression of this opinion, it would be in his 
power to accomplish the object by withdrawing his 
motion of reierence to the Committee on Manufac-. 
tures. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the question of reference 
was one for the House, not for him, to determine. 

Mr. McKEON said he hoped that the presenta- 
tion of petitions would be egreed to. Tt weuld net 
be was understood to say, require above twenty 
minutes. 

Mr. ADAMS said, if p 


satisfied 


j > wet be ree 
ceived, I give notice tha will net be disposed 
of in twenty minutes. [Leugiter.] 

Mr. F. WOOD a ked leave to offer a! ion, 


which was not read— 
Mr. LE Wis Wi! LL IAMS objecting. 
Mr. BIDLACK a ked leave to present a peti- 


tion, 
The SPE ARER said that ie l is | ad been 
J 
made on ev ry sice to in reeepts of petit sor 


resolutions. ‘Khe Cnrair, therefore, would an- 
nounce the unfinished business. 
REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’S ME*SAGE 


The House resumed the coi ration of the un- 
finished business of Thursday . being the fol- 
lowing branch of the resoluticn here'viore offered 
by Mr. Fittmon 

Resolved, Thst so 1 nh th fF as relates t 
the tariff be referred to the Com Manu- 
faciures 

Which resolution Mr. ATHERTON i heret 
fore moved to amend by stuiking out the w 


‘“Commiltee on Manufactures,’ and inserung the 
words “Commitice of Ways and Means.” 

Which amendment Mr. Ruert had heretofore 
moved to amend by acding thereto the following 
words: 


‘With instructions that, should jt be in their 
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opinion expedient to lay additional duties, they 
hall be so laid as not to discriminate in favor of 
any particular class of industry in the United 
States.” 

Mr. WELLER was entitied to ihe floor, and ad- 
dressed the House at considerable length 

After noticing briefly, and in a tone of condem- 
nation, the wanton ani unproveked attacks which, 
he said, had been made by the member from Ten- 
pessee, [Mr. Arno.p,] when speaking of the con- 
duct of members of the cther branch of the Legis- 
lature, Mr. W. remarked that his object in now 
rising was not so much to discuss the motion im- 
mediately pending, as to refer to some of the other 
matters which had been referred to by genilemen 
on the other side in the course of this debate. 

Amongst other charges which had been made, 
he had heard it stated that there was a disposition 
on the part of the Democratic members of this 
House to ride ronghsbod over those who differed 
with that party in a political sease. He had seen 
nothing to warrant such a charge. It was true 
that they had rejoiced over the results of the popu- 
lar elections which had been held during the late 
fall; it was true that they had rejoiced to see the 
people again coming back to those Republican 
principles on which the Government was founded; 
and that they had rejoiced at these renewed evi- 
dences cof a determination oa the part of the people 
to maintain those principles on the preservation of 
which, he conscientiously believed, the prosperity 
and welfare of the country depended. Farther 
than this they had net gone, so far as he was 
aware. 

Mr. W. then adverted to the rules adopted at 
the late special session, which, he said, prevented 
the minority of this House from expressing their 
sentiments, and enabled the majority to force mca- 
sures through, and to place them on the s'‘atute 
beok, without allowing the minority to exprevs 
their views in relation to the effect of those mea- 
sures. The minx rity had heen effectually gagged; 
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taun nted with having been conc¢emned, an? had 
been told that the public executioner was waiting. 
They had talen . st — appeal to the people; 
und well might : > excused for rejoic'ng that 


that appea! had we n sustaine 

Gentlemen had told us that these rules were 
eted, and said that State necessi- 
ty required it. State necessitv! That bad been 
the plea of tyrants and the friends of tyranny in all 
aces of the world. Upon that p!ea, Maratand Ro- 
bespelere bad justified all the horrors of the French 
Revolution. It was a plea upon which more ont- 
rages had been commited on the righis of man, 
than any other that had ever been invented. He 
trusted, fer the sake of the peace and t 
this House, as we 
would again be 
speech in this hall. 
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them? 
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Of all the charges which had been brought agains 
that party, nor had had such en effee’ on the 
public mind as this charge of extravagance in the 
expenditures of the peblic monet The pe 
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had been told that the party to which he (Mr. W.) 
belonged, were using the public moneys for | 


most corrupt purposes The Whig party had pro- 


|| mised the people of the State of Ohio that if the 
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Whigs came into power, the expenditures of the 
Government should be :edaced to the annual sum 
of fifteen millions of dollars. But what was the 
faci? The report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
sent in at the commencement of the present ses- 
sion, laid the expenditures of the presen! year at 
tie sum of thirty millicns of dollars. Here was 
a direct, palpable, and flagrant violation of a 
pledge given to the peopie. But it was only ne- 
cessary to let the people understand these things, to 
disabuse them of these prejudices, in order to se- 
cure the application of the proper correctives; and 
the very moment the people had understood the 
true character of the party which had made pledges 
only to violate them, that very moment they had 
rejected them. 

Mr. W. here alluded to the condition uf the 
country, the deep indebtedness of the States, arising 
from wild and extravagant expenditures for works 
of internal improvement, which they could not 
pay, and to the existing corruption of public and 
private morals. What had produced this state of 
things? Was it the working of the Democratic 
principle? Was it the carrying out of that great 
principle upon which this Government had been 
founded? No; it was a base slander to say s». 
It was the result of the corrupt system of banking. 

Mr. W. then adverted to the loan of twelve mil: 
lions of do!lars already authorized by law, and to 
the proposition cuntained in an amendatory bill re- 
ported at the present session by the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, to add the 
sum of five millions of dollars ther reto, making an 
aggregate of seventeen millions of dollars. And 
had the Whig party laid the foundation for a na- 
tional debt? 

Mr. W. then glanced briefly, for the purpose of 
reprobation, at the increased expenditures in diff>- 
rent departments of the Government, and especially 
to the proposed increase cf the army and navy. As 
to the latter, he said it was proposed by the Secretary 
cf the Navy to increase that arm of our defence so 
as to be equal to half the navy of Great Britain—a 
project the support of which, Mr. W. said, would 
require from twenty to twenty-five millions per 
annum, Were the people prepared to see the ex- 
denditures of the Government increased to fifty 
millions of dollars a year? Was this the reform 
promised? Was this the economy which the Whig 
party had pledged themselves to introduce into the 
administration of public affairs? It was not neecs- 
sary for us to keep up a large naval armament for 
the protection of our commerce, though it was ne- 
cessary for Great Britain to do so. The policy of 
the twoj countries, in their commercial relations, 
was essentially different. Great Britain carried on 
her commerce either by force or by the influence 
of money. When force would accomplish her 
purpose, she resorted to that. Witness the case of 
China. When ferce would no: do, she rerorted 
to the influence of money, as in the case of our own 
covntry. Not such was the policy of the United 
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A few wo i as to the immediate question before 
the House. Gentlemen differed widely as to the 
meaning to be attached to ceriain expressions in 
the President’s message. He (Mr. W.) under- 
s ood the meani! w of the President to be this: the 
the onty object of a tariff was to produce a revenue 
to meet the expenses of the Government, but that 
in doing that, Congress might discriminate between 
articles in such a manner a 
protection. In this ci 
the idea wh 
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tive dictation in this pertion of the message. He 
trusted that members on this floor were yet at 
liberty to speak of the opit ‘ 
without subjecting themselves to the charge of be- 
ing dictated to by the Executiv 

Mr. W. condemned the denuancia which he 
had heard against the President on this Moor. He 
(Mr. W.) had heard epithets applied, which, he 
trusted, forthe respect which the members cf 
House owed to themssives and from a sense of 
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duty to their common country, would never again 
be heard. Who was it that impeached the official 
integrity and honesty of the Presideni? It was 
those very men who had been most active in elect- 
ing him, and whose taieuts, time, and money, had 
been spent in procuring him the political power 
which he now possessed. 

Why was this change? Had the President sa- 
crificed the rights or bartered the liberties oi his 
country? Or had ha trampled on its Constitution? 
No; nor had he abandoned a single principle which 
he had avowed anterior to his election. Why then 
was it that he was thus deucuaced? It was be- 
cause he would not violate his oath and the Con- 
stitution of his country by adopting a cour-e of 
conduct which would subject himto the rebuke of 
bis fellow men here and of his God hereafter; be- 
cause he would not obey the dictation of a legisla- 
tive cancus; because he would not sign the charter 
for a Bank which he believed would be destruc- 
tive to the public liberties; because he would net 


so dispose of the influence of his office as to ad-. 


vance the claims of a particular individual to the 
Executive chair. This was “the heal and front 
of his offending.” He (Mr. W.) was under no 
obligation to defend the President further than as 
the principles of truth and justice were assailed in 
his person, but he (Mr. W.) could rot refuse to de- 
fend the President, believing as he did that that of- 
ficer had been unjustly assailed, and assailed, tor, 
by those who were instrumental in placing him 
where he now was. 

Mr. W. gave his views at some length on the 
subject of the protective policy; expressed himself 
opposed to levying any higher duties than were ne- 
cessary to defray the economical expenses of the 
Government, and spoke in favor of the reference to 
the Commitee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CHRISTOPHER H. WILLIAMS next 
addressed the ‘douse in a speech but imperfecily 
heard at the Reporter’s seat. He was understood 
to observe, in the introduction, that he had miugied 
but little in the debates of the House, having been 
for six years past a mere looker on in Vienna; he 
had listened sometimes with pleasure, but often 
with much pain, to what was passing. As to the 
animated debate which had for some days been 
carried on ia relation to a tariff, it was a perfect 
humbug—an imposition on the public mind. The 
question was ireated as if any body in that House 
was at this day advocating a high protective tariff, 
such as had been enacted in 1828 and 1832; 
whereas every one well knew that that doctrine 
had long since been abandoned by al] who had 
supported it, and it was universally agrecd that a 
very moderate protection was all now contended for. 
True, it was to be expected that in so widely extended 
a country much diversity of opinion would prevail 
as to the quantum of protection needed to sustain 
the industry of cur own citizens against the inju- 
rious competition of foreigners, but he protested 
against the idea that the Whig party, as such, 
were making efforts to restore the high protective 
policy which once prevailed in this country. And 
the proof of this was to be found in the fact, no- 
torious to every body here, that the moment th’s 
question of the tariff was stirred, all party lines 
gave way. Strong, indeed, must the pressure be 
under which those adamantine chains of party 
discipline were sundered; but, before so gigantic 
a questiun as this, even those almost indestructible 
fetters were sundered like flax before the flame. 
The ta:iff was the only subject which conld exert 
that power in the Hous. 

In adverting tothe speech delivered a few days 
since by Mr. Ruetr of South Carolina, in opposi- 
tion to the dectriue of protection in every degree, 
Mr. W. said b2 had listened to it with pleasnre 
and with pride. geotlyeman 
had been rocked ia the cradle of nullification and 


Jotwitbstanding the 


had deeply im'ibed ls pestilent doctrines, he put 
forth his politieal heresies with such a manly boid- 


ness and uller learicss OF Consequences or contra: 
diciion, that it was.reaily erailying to listen to 
him. Yet, ultraas tha! gentleman was, even he 
had admitted that the exercise of a discrimination 
in the imposition of dutics for revenue alone was 
right and proper, He presumed it would never 
be pretended that that gentleman was an advocate 
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for a high protective tariff; yet he admitted this, 
which was all the rational advocates of protection 
contended foi: so that, afier all the dust and noise 
of this debaie, gentlemen on all sides came to the 
same conclusion. Now he presumed that to all 
quarters of the Union it was a matter of indiffe- 
rence by What process of reasoning gentlemen 
reached their conclusion, provided that, at last, 
they could all agree. Why, then, prolong a fierce 
debate on mere a?stractions? and why the bold and 
impucent charge which appeared in all the Demo- 
cratic prints that the Whigs were pushing the old 
high protective policy of 15283 The falsity of the 
charge was seen in the fact that when the tariff 
Was partially arranged at the extra session, when 
there was so irresistible a Whig majority, the arti- 
cles of prime necessity were left wholly untouch- 
ed. At that time the charge was urged with equal 
boldness that the Distribution bill was introduced 
mainly, if not merely, to afford a pretext for a 
high protective tariff. But the falsity of that 
charge had been equally demonstrated in the fact 
that an amendment was introduced and passed by a 
Whig Senate, which provided that as soon asa 
protective daty of over 20 per cent. should be im- 
posed, the effect of the Distribution bill should be 
immediately suspended. Yet still the same old 
baseless charge was reiterated, andthe exciting 
subject of the compromise act was raised like a 
spectre to excite the fears of a certain portion of 
the House. Mr. W. was a Southern man and no 
advoca'e of high tariff principles; but he had :a- 
ther hever enjoy the honor of a seat in that House 
it the doe'rine should once come to be established 
that it had no power, in laying necessary duties 
for revenue, to make such discriminations as the 
honor, the interest, and independence of his coun- 
try demanded. [Here Mr. W. referred to loud 
professions of attachment to the dear people, un- 
der which a policy was advocatel which went to 
destroy and prostrate their true interests.] He de- 
precated wiih warmth the constant effurt to draw 
lines of geographical separation between different 
portions of this Confederacy. Al! the States were 
linked together like the cars of a railroad train; 
and whoever sought to destroy their friendly and 
brotherly atlachment'to cach olher, struck a blow 
that was aimed at the dearest interests and safety 
of the whole. 

What Mr. W. had mainly sought in addressing 
the House at this time was, to place distinetly be- 
fore the people the fact, that in the midst of a stre- 
nuous and useless debate here, the different parties 
arrayed against each other were, after all, agreed 
in coming to one and the same conclusion, theugh 
by different roads, 

But the question of comparative expenditures 
between the present and the last Administrations 
had been lugged into the controversy, with which 
it had no natural or necessary connection. True, 
that topic bad been held up in a prominent manner 
in the late Presidential canvass; but what had so 
excited the indignation of the American neople, 
and had hurled with so great an overthrow the late 
Administration from power, had not so much been 
the large amount of thirtyenine or ferty millions of 
dollars annwal expenditrre, as the 


manner ip 
which this large sum had been lost and 


wested by 
defaleations and a corrupt application of the pub- 
lic treasure fer purposes of party ambition. Mr. 
W. however, had in these remarks no design to 
shift off any just responsiblity from the party at 
present in power. He admitted that, although the 
Whigh party had nota Whig President, still, hav- 
ing a majority in Congress, it was responsible for 
the acts of Congress. Bat gentlemen who com- 
plained so loudly of Whig expenditures in the ge- 
neral, when it came 


to voting on particular iiems 
were found to che 


ange their tone. On this point 
e os : \ 
vir. W. had witnessed some se-nes in that House 
which gave him much amusement Whenever a 


s made | salary of same 





proposr ion w recuce the 
clerk or subordinate offizer of 
centiemen wentat it in 


the Govern 


a nerterct 


nent, 
rush; forty or 
fifty genttemen would spring to their feet at oner 
to get the floor, and they contended who shoud 
bellow the !oudest for “retrenchment” and “re- 
form.” To hear them, a bystander would sup- 
pose that whenever an opportunjty was afforded to 
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reduce the actual expenditures of the Government, 
it would be seized with a panting eagerness, and 
that, in the matter of retrenchment, these gentle- 
men would out Herod Herod himself; but let the 
regular annual fortification bill make iis appear- 
ance in the House, what became of the ery for re- 
form? The contest was then the other way; the 
strife was, who should propose the most increase of 
expenditure. Mr. W. had from his seat watched 
and taken a minute ef the various amendments 
proposed by different gentlemen to that bill last 
year, and he had ascertained that if every amend- 
ment moved by them had been adopted, the ap- 
propriation in the bill would have been augmented 
to the tune of three and a half millions of dollars 
beyond the estimates. This was a fair touchstone 
of the sincerity of this deafening cry for retrench- 
ment. 

It gentlemen were so very anxious to reduce the 
public expenses, and so indignant at the Whig 
party for its extravagance, why did they make no 
efforts at reduction? If they asked, in return, why 
, did not the majority make propositions on the sub- 
ject, Mr. W’s reply was, for the best reason in the 
world: to do so, they must make a leap in the dark: 
nene of them knew, or could be expected to know, 
whether there were, or were no!, too many Officers, 
for instance, in the custom-house at New York, or 
at Baltimore, or Pnilade|phia; whether clerks could, 
without injury, be spared in the Departments; or 
whether two millions or three were needed to keep 
our fortifications in repair. On all these subjects 
the House must receive light from the Executive; 
and unless its efforts were sustained by the Presi- 
dent, they must prove vain, and of no practical 
effect. If the President shouid issue a circular call- 
ing on all the vast army of Executive officers 
throughout the country to make faithful reports to 
him of all expenditures which might be reduced or 
dispensed wiith—if he shouid be in earnest in the 
thing, and let that be well unders'ood by all be- 
neath him, something effectual might be done: but 
without some step like this, the economy speeches 
of gentlemen on that floor were all humbug, and 
caleuiated for the purpose of gulling the people. 
True, the President and his Secretaries recom- 
mended economy in eloquent, but still in general 
terms: all such generalities and commonplaces 
were sounding brass and tinkling cymbals. 

Mr. W. here referred to the large increase in the 
estimates at the present session for the Navy De- 
partment. They had risen, at once, from five mil- 
lions to over eight millions. The pretext was, the 
“shade of a probability”? that we might, by remote 
possibility, go to war with Great Britain. Well: 
suppose we even should be forcsd into a war: had 
not war been deciared by us in 1812, ata time 
when our population was but eight miilions, and 
we had butasingle ship of the line? when the 
country was without railrcads?) And had we not 
come out of that war with honor? Now we hada 
population of seventeen millions, equal, in actual 
efficiency, from the increased facility with which 
its masses could be concentrated, to thirty-four mil- 
lions: yet now, in a siate of profound peace with 
all tie world, an increase like that he had men- 

ned was pr posed by (he Supposed) a W hig Pre- 


sident. 











Mr. W. here adveried to the remarks of Mr. 
ATHERTON, as to the aileged revolution in public 
sentiment, as evinced by the late elections, and his 
rererence to Whig expenditures, and particularly 
the cost of the extra session of Congress; and he 
complained of the unfairness of such atiacks on a 
narty sitmated as the Whigs had been since the 
death of Gencral Harrison. Had it pleased an ail 
wise Providence to extend the precious life of that 
patriot jor the four years of his Presidential term, 
and hed he, in conjanction with a Whig Congress, 
sneceeced a! the close of that (erm In giving a 
down direction to the expenses of the Govern- 
ment, it would have been all the nation had a right 
to expect or demand. Pubhe exp nditures could 
not be reduced ina moment, as if by the touch of 
a megician’s wand. It was always, and of neces- 
sity, a work of time, and of great and arduons diffi. 
culty. But, situated as they were, what could the 
Whigs do?. It was plain they had nota Whig 


rard 


| President at their head, for the apparent change 
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‘tions Was pointed to by 
the Presijent with obvious pleasure and exulta- 
tion. Such a man could ae no common feeling 
with the great Whig party of this Union. The de- 
feat of the Whigs, if such it conid be called, in the 
fall elections, was easily accounted for. There 
was a torpor, an indifference in the Whig ranks; 
and for the best reason; common ob- 
ject. It had been the Bank que-tion which enabled 
the party to triumph, in the West particularly. 
Reform of the currency by a United States Bank 
had been the theme of Whig « 





iney had no 


leclamalion on every 
stump. The West had no doekyards, sea walls, 
arsenals, dry docks, or any other of these fertile 


sources of Federal expenditure which were enjoyed 
in other parts of the country. Allit asked or hoped 
from the Federal Government was a good circulat- 
ing medium. But when the new President plucked 
away what had been the chief object oi hope, and 
the Whigs were most impudently told th-t it had 
never been made a question in the Cabinet, was it 
wonderful that they were at a stand, like an army 
whose general had deserted them and gone over to 
the enemy? 

And what were they to have in place of that ef- 
ficient Nationa! Bank which had been the cbject of 
their expectations? He was told that the “patriots” 
in both Houses would pass the bill for the fiscality 
—the miserable half-way, go-between thing, half 
Sub-Treasury and half National Bank, recom- 


mended from the White House. Yes, this would 
be taken by the patriotsin Congress! In these 
days it was the very easiest of ail things in this 


world to be a “patriot... A man had nothing to 
do but to go over the lines into Canada, to buina 
barn, and then burn a dwelling house full of 
women and children, then to massacre some dozen 
or half dozen people and cross back into the United 
States, and at once his name would be found 
inscribed on the roll of “patriots.” Or another 
way, still easier and shorter, was to get up in this 
House, openly renounce the political principles a 


man had avowed and defended for years—ay, 
through his whole pwblic life—to forsake and de- 
nounce his long tried friends and associates, and 


break all his promises to a confiding constituency, 
and straight he would become a patriot of the very 
first water, he would be received and honored by 
the occupant of the White House as one who had 
done good service, and, peradventure, besides a!] 
that, there was a prospect that the genileman’ 
valuable services wouid not be lost to his country, 
but that he might be ealled to some “high post 
which chanced io have a good fat salary atiached 
to it, where he might aid a patriotic Chief Megis 
trate by his patriotic counsel and co-operation in 
carrying cut his pure patriotic designs, to be com- 
pleted, possibly, withie a second term. Some gere 

tlemen, since the unexpecied change in party pros- 


pects, had suddenly manifesied a very peculiar 
fondness for office; and with that fond had de- 
veloped a remarkable facility in secing new truth 





and adopting new principles: while some oi 
thus suddenly , having 


enlhehtened 


hom, 


unfortunately 





failed in obtaining offices, bad as suddenly beeome 
obfuseated their understanding—eclipsed, as 
it were, in all their brightness, and had cruelly 


turned about and denounced 
dent. 

Now it wonld have been the easiest thing in the 
wor'd for Mr. W. to make a speech for this fisca- 
lity, declare to be well known to every body that 
he neverhad been the advocate Bank of the 
United Sates, that the President and his counsel- 
lors had struck out a happy device to give the 
country a sound currency and | 


patriotic Presi- 


ofa 


»w exchanges, and 
that asa pa! ‘riot he coul never consent to see his 
country suffer for three years longer the evils cf 
her present condition, and theretore he held it his 
duty to his constituents, and to all and sundry 


whom it might concern, to give the new measure 


his cordial and zealoussupoort This was a speech 





with which, should he make it, none could find 
fault, and in fact claim to be a patriot would 
thenceforth bea settled thing. Trae, the Whiz 
party had achieved a great victory, and they came 





up to this place panting with patriotism, (and very 
possibly with a love of office, too,) [a laugh,] when, 
onasudden, their leader shot off at right angles 
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from the track which had jed them to strength and 


triumph. From that moment a plain road was 
opened for individual ambition to honor and to 
Office, to profiiarnd to power, although be who pur- 
sued it must disgrace himself berore the world; 
though he musi iais fy his principles and betray his 
constituent-; though he knew and they declared 


that he misrepresented them, he could still held 
to his place and his pay, and coul 
though tke Presicent had somé 
about bar currency, b 
right, and a duty to sustain 
a sure and a safe } 
peculation. Let ihose pursue | 
manly, upright, honest ma 
principle io place— 


{declare that, 
neuons 
Ss intentions were all 
him, This was 
giorious and a profitable 
who would. A 
n—a man who preferred 

would choose a very different 
course. A proof of this had been set before the 
world by some of the late Cabinet. Would to God 
it had been by ali! One still remained in place 
there, for whom Mr. W. had ever cherished a pro- 
found respect and regard: but it seemed that some- 
thing had intervened and beciouded his powerful 
understanding. Mr. W. trusied in God the mo- 
lives which had actuated his conduct had been 
pure; that they had been motives indeed patriot’c; 
but be cenfessed his own present inability to com- 
prehend what these could te. 

As to this new fiscal affair, Mr. W. said he had 
looked into it as well as he could, and to him it 
seemed that that portion of the President’s message 
which referred to ut rhight very well have been di- 
vided into two separate documents—one directed to 
the Whigs of the two Houses, and the other to the 
Democrats. Tin2 scheme was neither more nor lezs 
than General Jackson’s old scheme for a Treasury 
Bank—a scheme so ably exposed by a distinguished 
gentleman from South Carolina, and which not a 
solitary editor throughout the country, hor one 
single member of Congress in either branch, had 
had unblushing effroniery enough to advocate. 
The Secretary of State himvel’, al that time, openly 
opposed it, though now, it scemed, he was strong 
in ittsfavor. Had the retiring Cabinet recommend- 


pe cular 
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ed to the President such a measure as this, they 
might well bave been denounced for gross and 


open inconsistency. Mr. W. here adverted to the 


history of the session of 1837, when a United 
States Bank had so decided a majority in its favor, 
and to tbe sudden and marvelloas change, 
when 114 Democratic members had afterwaras 


i Mr. 


, } 
voiedi 





Van Baren’s Sub-Treasury scheme. 
Tne fact, at that day, was charged as evidence of 
the power of Executive influence in Congress; and 
So — was the revolution o' principle demanded 
by party discipline, thai a portion of the party re- 
volied, burst th yoke from their and re- 
sis'ed SO monstrous a sacrifice 0; > and of 
honor. A like sacrifice was Row demanded trom 
Mr. W.; he wa: invited to violate ibe ule, to break 
the link of honor and ofcontidence by which he was 
bound to his constituents. He could noi doit. He 
trusted in God he never should be guilty of an act 
so base. And he concluded by saying that he had 
longed for an opportunity of saying, in the face of 
Heaven, betore bis ccnstituents, his State, and bis 
country, others choce : should 





NECKS, 


coBbszienc 


that, wha'ever 
tand by his principles. 

Mr. HUDSON ot Massachusetts . obtained the 
floor, but offered, centiemen were ready and de- 
sirous now lo take the question, to resign it and 
waive his privilege of addressing the House. 
[Cries of ‘*No, no; zo on.’ ] 

After a few pr-fatory words, showing that, as 
the question now was presented, the rules of order 
admitted the widest Jatitude of debate upon its 
whole bearings, Mr. H. proceeded to remark on 
the boidness of Mr. Ruerr in meeting the 


tion. That centleman laid, a! once, the axe to the 


to do, h 


ques- 


roo!, by denying, in fote, all power m Congress to 
pass a which should iny any ciscrimimating 
daty fur the protection of the national industry; 
and in supporting bis position, he had attacked thet 


of ine gen 


ik, (Mr. Linn. ] 


be WY err 
leman ifom JINew 
{ 





who had contend that tne Of proteciion 
was inci {ental to the power given by the Constitu- 
tion “to regulate commerce.’ The gentleman had 
insisted that a power to regulate was nota p wer 
to destroy; and as protection, in that gentleman’s 
view, destroyed commerce, it could not be sanc- 





tioned by the clause. This appeared to Mr. H.a 
very summary mode of settling matters. To him 
itappeared that, as the Constitution confided to 
Congress the power to regulate without any quali- 
fication or restriction whatever, Congress on that 


subiect was at liberty to do jest what it should 
deem most expeci‘nt. And did not every body 


know that under the sanction of this clause, Con- 
gress had, in fact, actually destroyed, or at least 
for a time totally suspended, the commerce of the 
country? The embargo and non-intercourse acis 

rested ior their constitutionality sclely on these 
words; yet every enlightened statesman acquiesced 
in those laws as enlircly constitutional, however 
severe their operation might be. Nor had Mr. H 

any hesiiaticn in saying that Congress might de- 
stroy commerce, so far as a patticular branch of 
it was concerned, thereby to promote its general 
prosperity. No enlightened statesman, BO sound 
lawyer, would attempt to confute that position, 
The power to regulate commerce was conferred 
absolutely, and without any condition whatever, 
What did that power imply?) What wasa neces- 
sary consequence of it? Clearly this: that if other 
powers adopted a system in relation to their com- 
merce which impaired the commerce of this coun 
try, Congress might counteract their legislation by 
counter enactments. Such acts he conceived to 
be a legitimate exercis2 of a constitutional power. 

Our commerce was chiefly with Great Britain; 
and what was the course adopted by the Govern- 
ment of that country towards American commerce? 
Was it not such as to embarrass and hamper that 
commeice in various ways? Did she not abso- 
lutely exclude some of our products from admis- 
sion into the British fports, and did she not pass 
discriminating duties against others?) The docu- 
ments would show many striking instances of this. 
The very large amount of fish—say to the amount 
of a million of dollars annually—derived from 
our fisheries, Great Britain shut out absolutely and 
entirely. On the whale oil of this country, amount- 
ing to abouta miilion and a ha!f every year, Par- 
liament imposed a duty of twenty-six pounds 
twelve shillings per ton; while, on whale oil im- 
ported from her own dominions, she levied one 
shilling a ton. Here was a discrimiating duty of 
twenty-six potnds eleven shillings in favor of her 
own products, and directly against ours. So, on 
American whalevone, she put a duty of ninety- 
five pounds per ton; on her own but one pound per 
ton. As to the cora laws,every body was familiar 
with the exclusion which was the effect of them. 
Now would his friend from Scuth Carolina [Mr. 
Ruett] say that the American Government had 
no right to pass countervailing laws to meet the 
effect of legislation of this character? In laying 
duties were weto have no respect to the protec- 
tion of our own citizens? 

On the clause which declared that taxes might 
be jaid to pay the debts and provide for the gene- 
ral welfare of the United Siates, the gentleman had 
decijted in a manner equallysummary. ‘The gen- 
tleman had argued thatif it were once allowed that 
Congress might discyimate in any one case in lay- 
ing duties for revenue, then the whole discretion of 
discrimination in duties and of the entire subject 
of the tariff, was absolutely confided to Congress: 
and as this never could have been intended, ergo 
the clause gave no such power. And this arge- 
ment proceeded from a gentleman who professed 
the most abs olute, entire, unbounded confidence 
in the people: yet he denied it was possible 
that the discretion of laying duties for the ends 

mentioned in the Constitution could ever have been 
confided to the immediate chosen representatives of 
the pecple! : 

ear. Ruerr bere interposed to explain, and 
stared that he had put his objection even 
broadly than the gentieman = stated it. Wes ‘ 
he said was this: if Congress had the power of dis- 
criminating in the duties iaid for the benefit of ma 
nufacturers, On the gro that Congress had the 
power to legislate in all matters it may deem expe- 
dient to the “general welfare,” then the 
tlon was surrendered up io the will of a mere ma- 
jority on this floor, who would ; limited le- 

gislative powers; and the Constiiution, withi s limi- 
tations, would thus virtually be abolished, 
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Mr. H. replied that iteame to the same thing; | 
and the gentleman’s principle, broadly stated, was | 
this—that nothing could be submitted to the discre- | 
tion of Congress without the annihilation of the 
Constiiution. As that instrument gave Congress 
the power of laying duties for the exds therein spe- 
cified, Mr. H. understood that, provided these 
ends were pursued, the whole subject was submit- 
ed, absolutely, to the discretion ot Congress. And 
what were these ends?. To pay the cebts, provide 
for the protection, and promote the general welfare 
of the United States. Now it Congress might lay du- 
ies to protect this country against the arms of Great 
Britain, could it not protect it against ihe manufac 
tures of Great Britain? If it could lay taxes to protect 
us against British soldiers, in a British fort or ship, 
might it not just as much to protect us against Bri- 
tish paupers, in a British factory? ‘The power was 
ample. Congress could as well protect American 
manufactures against the attacks of British legisla- 
tion as itcould protect American cities against the 
attacks of a British fleet. If it had power for one 
object it had power for the other. 

The gentleman settled the controversy by a gene- 
ral principle: he insisted that duties for protection 
and duties for revenue were not only different from 
but directly opposed to each other—where protec- 
tion commenced, revenue ceased. In illustration, 
the gentleman went on to show that if protec'ion 
was carried sv far as wholly to exclude the fo- 
reign article, no duties, of course, would be pa'd 
on its importation; but he did not stop there. He 
went on to say further, that a duty less than probi- 
bitory destroyed revenue just in proportion as it 
diminished importation. If it reduced the impor- 
tation one-half, it destroyed revenue one-hali; if it 
reduced imporiation one quarter, it reduced reve- 
nue one-quarier. Ifa duty of 100 per cent. world 
lestroy revenue entirely, a duly 


would destroy ose hal. cof the revenue, anda 
duty of twenty-five per cent. would destroy 
one quarter of the revenue. The gentleman 


insisted on this principle as of universal ap- 
plication. Mr. H. denied it to be asound one. He 
denied that because a duty of 100 fer cent. would 
destroy revenue, it followed that a duty of 5) per 
cent. would destroy one-half the revenue. No 
such consequence necessarily followed. 

[Mr. Ruetr here again explained, but as he 
turned to Mr. H. and from the reporters, what he 
said was indistinctly heard. He was understood 
tosay that it was so, in principle, and would be so 
in the long run, although for a ume such might not 
be the case. He admitted that an increase of duty 
might for a lime, increase revenue; but ultimately, 
the result was inevitable. A commodity which re- 
quired and received a protective duty here, to be 


produced, must, in the end, supplant the foreign | 


produce entirely, and extirpate the importation, and 
with itallrevenue. At first the domestic producer 


nine tenths might be imported, on which the in- 
creased duty is collected. But the duty, which en- 
abled him to undersell the foreign producer one- 
tenth, in the end must give him the whole market, 
and thus destroy allrevenue } 

Mr. H. rejoiced to find that the gentleman had 
relaxed a little from his abstraction, and was wil- 
ling to look at things in a manner somewhat more 
Mr. H.should look at them in the same 
way. Now the principle, as stated by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, and by other gentlemen dur- 
ing this debate, could not be better illustrated than 
by an anecdote. In his part of the couniry they 
had such things as quack d@stors; anc it was once | 
Mr. H’s focstune to come across one who selected 
as his topic of denunciation the practice of b!ood- 
letting. Said he, “{ can convince aty man in a 
very few minutes that blood-letting is injurious in 
all cases, andin some very dangerous. My gene- | 
ral principle is this: blood is life; if, therefore, you | 
take away all a man’s blood, you take away his | 
life—the man must die. And so if you take away 
one half of his blood, you take away one half his 
life: if youtake a quarter, you take a quarter of 
his life, and so on in any oiher proportion.” (Con- 
vulsions of laughter.) Here was a perfect illus- 


tration of the gentleman’s abstraction: the very 
thing. 


| 
| 
| 


t 
of 50 percent. } 





may produce buta tenth of the consumption, whilst 
| 
} 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
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But how did this thing work in practice? In 
1836 the duties on imporied goois were very high. 
Was not the Treasury overflowing? Certainly. 
Were not manufactures then protected? The gens 
eman admitted they were; for, in arguing for the 
observance of the compromise act, he had urged 
‘his consideyation, that during the former portion 
of the duration of that act the manvfacturers had 
enjoyed the protection, and it must be continued 
that during the later portion the producers might 
have their share of protection. Yet, notwithstand- 
ing this protection of the manufactures, revenue 
flowed in in torren's, insomueh that, to get rid of 
it, Congress had to pass the Distribution act. If 
protection destroyed revenue, how came revenue 
to overflow when proteciion was highest? 

Another illustration was found in the case of 
silk. Previously to the late extra session, impert- 
ed silk paid a very small duty; now it paid 20 per 
cent. Here was protection to a certain extent. 
He put it to the gentlemen to say whether be be- 
lieved that that duty would bring no revenue into 
the Treasury?) Would any gentleman say this? 

If a duty of 20 or 25 per cent. were laid to pro- 
tect manufactures, it might diminish revenue to 
seme extent; but not in the same proportion in 
which it protected manufacture And so the to 
tal amount of revenue might even be greater, in 
consequence of actually destroying all revenue. on 
a particular article, provided the duties were judi- 
ciously leid on the residve. By prohibiting the im- 
portation of that particular article, new resources 
might be developed in our own country, and do- 
mestic industry might receive an incilement to ac- 
tivity which would produce general wealth and 
prosperity; and thas the mass of the people be ren- 
dered better able and more willing to pay taxes, 
and thns the revenue be ultimately ircreased 
rather than dim 

But the eentioman represented the p 
tariff controversy to be the manufac'urers 
the peeple of the United States; and he referred to 
the census to show that while the manuiacturers 
were but 700,000, the people of the United States 


urties in ihis 


versus 


amounted to 17,000.090. Here were 700,000 
against 17 000,000. But did not every one see 


that this mode of stating the case was unfair? 
Were the 17.000 9009 all laborers? Did not that 
number include women? include young children? 
inciude the lame? inelude the sick? include the 
dying? while the 700,900 were a!l in the vigor and 
activity of life? Was this a fair comparivon? 
Bat, further: while the gentleman thus opposed all 
protection to manufacturers, he was a sireng ad- 
vocate for encouraging commerce. 

Mr. Ruerr. Did I esk protection for commerce? 

Mr. Hupson. No, and for aa obvious reason— 
commerce has it already. But the gentleman’s 
former spee -hes—al! his speeches—showed him a 
strenuons advocate for the encouragement of com- 
merce. But while the manufacturers amount to 
700,000, the merchants are but 117,000—only one- 
sixth of the number! But Mr. H. here stated rea- 
sons why he had, from his own knowledge, no con- 
fidence in the accuracy of the eensus. There were 
in Massachusetts 117,000 returned to the Legisla- 
ture as engaged in manufactures of all kinds, with- 
out includive a number of small manufactures 
carried on in families, soch as braidine straw 
making na!m-leaf heats, ce; the e:nsus stated 
the number at 85,000. 

But the gentleman went 


this number o 


further 
Urine: 


700.000 was 


he insisted that 


too large, becayse the 





operatives were not to be counted And why? 
Because, according to the gentleman, they had no 
interest whatever in protection, they sharing no part 
of the profits. Mr. H. came fiom where thes 
operatives were: and he insisted that ' hed as 
direct an interest in protection as the proprietor 


of the fac’ories. So lone as protection i 


> continved, 
the proprietors continue to pay the 


C&mMe wadpe:s 
rv] a dté age 


but not when it was withtraw The gentle man 
had said the wages of the oneratives were recala- 
ted not by protection, bat by the rate of wages 
around them. Ty , but the converse was also 
trne. The weges round them were regulated by 
the wages of ‘he operatives in the factories. They 


were taken cuiefly from the agricultural class, and 
when they were withdrawn wages rose. 


| 


But Mr. H. denied that the parties in this con- 
troversy were the manufacturers against the peo- 
ple; they constituted a part of the people, and the 
people had an interest in their protection, and just 
so it was with merehanis. 

The amount of manufactured goods exported in 
a single year was $12,866,000—a larger amount 
than all the tobacco and rice. Manuractures not 
only gave employment to foreign commerce—they 
fostered the coasting trade also. There was no 
natural hostility, but the contrary, between manu- 
factures and commerce. Their interes!is were one 
and the same. Whceever set the manufacturers to 
work, provided employment for the merchants. 

In like manner, agriculture had a direct interest 
in the protection of manufactures. It seemed to 
be taken for granted that all the protection given 
to manufactures was so much taken from agricul- 
ture; butit was not so. Many agricultural arti- 
cles were now protected far more than any manu- 
facturer ever thought of asking. Potatoes, oats, 
wheat, flour, indigo, cotton, pork, beef, butter, fax, 
hemp, and wool, were all covered: with heavy du- 
ties. The potatoes of Maine were protected to the 
amount of 10 cents a bushel. Repeal this duty, 
and how long would the potatoes of that State be 
fountin our Southern cities?) Immediately would 
they be supplanted by the potatoes of Nova Scotia; 
and, even as things now Stood, the two were cem- 
peting in the same market. Take the article of 
cheese; it now sold at the North at about ten cents. 
per pound, and the duty was nine cents, or ninety 
percent. The article was made in Pennsylvania 
and Ohio as well asin New England. Take off 
the duty, and the cheese of Eagland and Germany 
would soon come in and supersede it. 

But the great value of manufactures to the 
farmer was the market they opened for his pro- 
duce. Where would the South and the West find 
a market for their “yellow corn,” cf which the 
gentieman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] so often 
talked to the House? The ports of Great Britain 
were shut againstit. Where would be the market 
for the flour and rice of ihe South? Their almost 
exclusive market was at the North. 

There came into the State of Massachusetts in 
a year four millions of bushels of corn, while all 
raised within the State amounted to but 1,700,000 
bushels; 400,000 barrels of flour and 20,000 casks 
of rice were also imported into the State. Mr. 
H. said to the entire grain-growing interest in every 
partof the House that the manufactures of the 
North ought to be as dear to them as to any 
Northern man. Yet gentlemen talked about “the 
manufacturers versus the people of the United 
States.” 

Mr. H. went on further to observe that, if there 
was any one question of national policy before 
Congress in which the laborers of the Union had a 
direct interest, it was this. They were interested 
init above all ether men. If gentlemen would 
have parties in this controversy, the true parties 
were “the Laborers versus the Idlers.” None were 
hostile to manufacturers but genilemen who them- 
selves lived without labor. But he deniel there 
were any parties in the case; the whole people were 
interested. 

But, to see the effect of manufactares on the ge- 
neral prosperity, suppose they were all destroyed 
ata blow. Then 700.000 persons would all be 
turned loose on the other callings in the commu- 
nity: they must come in among the laborers and 
agricul'arists. Pney would naturally go to the 
great West. And what would be the consequence? 
Thore products of the earth now so plentiful there 
as almost to be a drug would be made still more 
abyndant. And where would they finda market? 
be profited by sueh an operation? 
ese 700,000 consumers would be controverted 
into 700000 producers; making a difference of 
1,400,000. World this promote the interests of 
agriculture? Surely not: its prodects would be a 
giut, aud their best market wou'd he destroyed. 
Sappose the manufactur sugar should be abo- 
shed: what would be theeffect?: The sugar planta- 
ons would be converted in‘'o cotton fields, and the 
genteman from South Carolina would find still 


vho would 


e of 
} 


more competition in his favorite staple, while his 
great Northern market, which now consumed one<« 
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forth of his crop, wou'd be gone—lost. Mean- 
while, the British experiments in [ndia, and every- 
where else where cotton would 


grow, were pro- 


ceeding: what would become of the Southern 
market for cotton in a few years? 
The gentieman from South Carolina assume?! 


that all protective duties were much bounty, 
and a tax on the people for the benefit of the manu- 
facturers. Sach vas far from being the fact. So tar 


ley 
ATHY, 


7 True, there 


from it, that Mr. H. did not believe :hat, ordin 
prices were increased by it at ¢ 
was, and couid be, no absolute fixed rale tu judge 
by. Bat here it should be observed that a surplas 
supply, even though small, affected the market io 
a lar greater extent than simply the actual amount 
of surplus. A surplus to the value of $10,000 
would affect a market io the amount of $100,000. 
He believed thai prices genera'ly were rather di- 
minished than increased by protect luties. A 
merchant who had been in the habit of taking 
goous from a house in Engiand to the amount of 
$1,000, w 
quence of the 
but $500 What was the cousequence? he Bri- 
tish manufacturer, finding a surplus of $500 wor h 
of-goods on hand, and knowing that it 
plus was thrown into the American market 1 
would reduce that markei perhaps $50,000, imme- 
diately reduced his price, and thus he bore half the 
increased duty. He took half as about the ave- 
rage. Suppose the duty now to be 20 per cent. 
aud for protection 20 per cent. more. Tie fereign 
manufacturer paying half the addition reduced the 
actual duty to 30 percent. Here came in a com 
petition between our own manutactnres and the 
foreiga. Competition reduced the price; and next 
year the British manufacturer would bear the who'e 
of the additional duty. Thus, protection gave a 
spring to the efforts and energies of both countries; 
a larger amount was protuced, and prices 
were, in consequence, reduced. There was, in 
fact, a double competition; first, between our ma- 
nufacturers and those abroa’, and then among 
our own. 

But it was said that all this reduction of price 
Was owing to improvemen's and not 


ive ¢ 


nites to his correspondent that in conse- 
ncrease of duty he could now take 


rv 
i 


this sure 





in machinery, 


from the effect of protection. Mr. H. admitied 
that labor-saving machinery had cone much to- 
wardsvuch a result. Bet what called these im- 
provements into being? Was it not pretection? 


Was it not the discriminating duties? 
In illustration of this reduction of 
consequence of protection, Mr. FI. went into a de- 
tail of facts. Fios returns, it appeared that 
iron bits for braces in 1816 paid a duty of eighteen 
shi'lings and f&ve pence, and in 1832 the price had 
come down to five shillings. Hammers in 1816 paid 
twelve shillings, but were reduced in 1832 to four 
shillings and two pence. So, comracn locks fell 
from four shillings to one shilling and three pence; 
butt hinges from three shillings and three pence to 
one shilling and four pence. Ani! here, Mr. H. 
said, he had a fact for his friend from South C:ro- 
lina, who had uttered such doleful lamentations 
over the oppression of the pocr man, who was so 
heavily taxed by the manatacturers on every nail 
he drove into his cabin. In 1816, nai's were at 
eleven anda half cenis a pound, the duty being 
three cent-; in 1818, nails of the same kind pai 
six and a quarter cents, the cuty being meanwhile 
raised to five cents; the price fell afterwards as low 
as five and a kaif cents, and even less than that. 
This was the way the poor man was taxed to feed 
the manufacturers on every nail he drove into bi 


Assuredly. 


price as the 


offiera! 





cabin: he got his nail for a price L¥SS THAN THY PRO- 
TECTING DUTY. Tre as the case with broad- 
cloia; the price had nh as e «uiy rose \ 
geatleman near him said that there hat been ecm 
petition in Ensland. Yes; and how much could 
that afiect our manufecta! when 2 pl ot 


nails was be 
Mr. H. 
ject had been treated as if it were a 
and as if ow Eogland wasthe only postion of the 
Union which was cone Bat this w 
New England guesticn; no, nor a Massachnset 
oun: The Massachusetis 
could stand wiih less protection han most others 
In some of them very large capital was invesied, 


} yt — a } 
low th dauty¢ 


expressed his regret that this whole sub- 
lion, 
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ocal qize 
rnel 


as nol ¢ 


manhulactures of 
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and they could wii 2lmostany storm. In fact, 
such establisoments as Loweli con!d do beiter if the 
duties were lowered; because small compeitors 
would fall; the amount s:annlactured would d:imi- 
nish; and prices would then rive 

Peonsylvania needed protec'ion more than Mas- 
sachuseit All the great gram-growing Sat 
had as direct an interest in ihe proiectioa of manu- 
fac'ures aS Massachusetts had. Indeed, if be were 


to selec! a State 


nenefited, it 


mi , 
nd all others, would be 


Virginia. She produced 


wh ch, bey: 


. sal’ b 
wou de 


the *“‘yellow corn” which was so ereri a favorite 
with the gentieman before him, (Mr. sé.] This 


her lowlands. Furtner up the 
water- power in abundance; and 
her mouutains were stored with precious minerals, 
salt and iron. Let the experiment be tried, and it 
would soon be found tnat the Interests of that whole 


was the a of 
country she had 


Staie would be effectually and dtrectiy odvanced. 
And in a short tine all her people, and, iadeed, all 


the pe ple oi the Un on, Ws uld come to bein tavor 


of that incidental piotectinn which was recom- 
mended in the Executive message. 
[Here Mr. H. reluctantiy yieided toa mction to 
a te 
ag} UPL. 


fhe motion to adjourn was waived for the mo- 
ment, at the request of. 

The SPEAKER, who laid before the House 
certain testimony in the case of the contested elec- 

on from Florida; which, 

"On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, was referred to 
the Commitiee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
following Executive eommunications, which were 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed: 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting 
statemen's prepared by the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, embracing the names of persons who have 
made application for a pewsion, or an incre 
pension during the past year, and whore s 


 — 


se of 
ppl Ged: 





tions were rejected, together with ike names, resi- 
dence, the capacity in which they severaily ailege 
they served, and the grounds on which they were 


rejected. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the annual report from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Lend Office, with acccm- 
panying statements. 

A jeter from the Seeretary of the Treasury, 
ranamilling, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of the 22d of June 


last, statements On ac- 
count of the civil lis’, miscellaneous, foreign in- 
tercourse, military department, and naval ser- 


vice, &c. 

The motion to adjou 
ried. 

And the House adjourned, 

SL 3° Mr. JerremMian Brown appeared in his seat 
in the House of Representatives to-day. 


rn was then put and car- 


SENATE. 
Turspay, December 28,1841. 

Mr. WALKER, Senator of Mississippi, ap- 
peared in his seat to-day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. presented a memo- 
ria] from the Antislavery Society of Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress to take measures to remove the 
f Government to Cincinnati, Pittsbureh, or 
Philadelphia; or to some central point in a non- 
slavehoiding S'ate 

On motion of Mr. KID 

id on the table. 


said petition was | 
(GUM, f mmittee on Print- 


tr. MAN Ml, fr 
ing, reported that that committee had given 


seat o 


VG, the motion to receive 


my } [~ 
om the U 


: rave Prints ine co unica!ion from 
#2 0 i Ss V, enc! ¢ report 

: . 

i : SS1LO i i yener i’ 0 i 
s14CI : 
SMITH «¢ fi na move to | > the 
ial adduional ty of that Cocument printed, 
) 


Senate 
Office 


for the and 500 for 
Lani Department. 

nsiserable impoviance, and 
ie lately required for the 


that ‘s, 300 additional 
he use of the General 
li was a ducument of ¢o 
more than 500 were ¢ 

epar'ment 

Mr. CLAY was opposed to printing 

nal quantity, on the ground thatthe mars 
very expensive and useless; that heretofore they 
had not beensent out. But if they were needed by 


any addi- 


were 











jhe Depaitment, he was for letting the responsi. 

‘bility of printing rest with it, and let the country 

that the Executive was chargeable, and not the 

| L gislative Department, with exuaordinary charges 
ior prin’ ing 

Mr. SMITH explaiz t the subject _ been 


1 she 
ed iha 


referred to the Comuiitee on Printivg, and i had 
acreed to print the ordimary qranlily, and ihe ques- 
tlon noW Was whe . } “th ieouhdos rder the usual ex. 
tra quanti Mr. wed the importance of the 
docume nt, and the nece-sity of the exira number 


for the use of the Department. He also showed 
red by the Department, 
the expense would be much greater—the cost would 
be as much nearly as for the original printing, 
Ii the exira quantity was ordered by the Senate, 
here wou'ld be no charge for the composition be- 
which was charged for the regular pumber., 
Such would not be the case if it were left to the 
discretion of the Deparment. 

The question was taken and the 1000 additional 


? 
ordered. 


hat if the 509 were ord 





yond 


On motion of Isaac 
Hil on we trom the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mir. BAGBY presented the memorial of Wm. 
Walier, asking confirmation of title to a certain 
tract of land: referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Benja- 
min Crawiord, asking indemnification for losses; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Also, on his motion, the petition of Robert Pratt, 
for compensation for services of his father, was 
ordered to be takea from the files and referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


by Mr. PIERCE, the papers 


re taxen 


Mr. CLAY gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce three joint resolu- 
tions, proposing three several amendments to the 


Consti:ution of the United States— 

The Ist to put a res'riction on the veto power; 
24. To take the appoitniment of the head of the 
‘Yreasury Department from the Executive, and to 
vest that power in the Legislative branch of the 
Government; 3d. To extend the provision in the 
Consitution in relation to the appointment of 
members of Congress to effice, so that no mem- 
ber shail be eligible to receive an office from the 
Executive from the day of such membetr’s elec- 
tion to the expiratioa of the time for which he was 
e‘ected. 

He said there was another point in which it was 
desirable the Constitution should be amended— 
that was, to the duration of time for which 
the Chief Megistrate should be elected But that 
subject had been taken into hand by another Sena- 
tor, who was not then present, and he had no de- 
sire to interfere with him. 

On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, leave was granted 
to Walker, Caruthers and Co. to withdraw their 
papers from the files of the Senate. 

; a LINN submitted a resolution, 
adopted, that the memorials and resojutions ema- 
nati ing from any of the State Legislatures of the 
Unised Siates, and presented to the Senate since 
1838, with the memorials and petitions from any 
individuals, relating 'o the occupation and settle- 
ment of yi ete »b > taken from the files and refer- 
red to the Select Conimitiee on the said Territory. 

Oa motiosa of Mr. EVANS was granted 
to William Yeatca to withdraw his papers from the 
files of the Se 

Mr. BERRI 
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Tiffet, adm cof t 
Mr. HUN GINGTO? iMiltee on 
mmere?, m2 nh aiverse report on the petition 
Samucl] Brown, praying comp Lion for addi- 
tional daties as naval officer for the District of 
Providence bs Rhed {stand Tue report was 
agr ed io 
Also reported bask tothe Senate, without amend- 
ment, 


Eddy 


A bill for the relief of Calet 

A bill for the relief of the Pium Island Bridge 
and ee e ae 

A bill for the relief ef Jacob Penne! and others, 
owner of the brig Eliz Brunswick, 

Mr. GRA HAM, from the Committee on Pen- 
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sions, reported a bill tor the relief of Huldah 
Tucker, whica was read. 

Mr. KiNG, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported back to the Senate, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the 

regulaiing commercial idlercourse with the 
oi Cayenue, in the colony of French Guiana, 

{to remit certain dudes. 


‘ir, PIERCK, trom tie Committec on Pensions, 
porcd a bill for the relief of Juhn S. Billings; 


read 


Also, made an anfavoravie report on the petilion 


ner VW uh read an4 } 
pri W. ; which was read and Said 


‘Weave 
able. 
ir. MeROBERTS asked leave to introduce a 
| for an act establiching a port of entry at the 
city of Chieago, in the State of lilinois 
lvicit. addressed the Senate, and explained 
sity and importance of placing that city 
n the same footing with S.. Louis, Louisville, 
incinnatl, as to beiug made a port of entry. 
called the attention of the Senate to the rapid 
neement of that city—to i's increasing popu 
tion—-and fo Its tomnace and commercz—all of 
ynica, he said, gave Chicago ihe strenges! elain 
remade a port of entry. ‘Phe bill was intr 
ced, read twice, and, upon lis mo ion, referred 
the © mmitiee on Commerce. 

Phe engrossed bills for the relief of Samuel Cra- 
pin, and bili granting a pension !o Margaret J:mie- 

n, widow of Samuel Jamieson, were read the third 

me and pa-sed. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE reported from the Com- 
mitiee on Commerce, with a view of having prini- 
ed, certain papers relating to the navigation of the 
akes; which was agreed to. 

THk LAND DISTRIBUTION ACT 

The following resolution, submitied on the 231 
instant, by Mr. Linn, was taken up an! adopted, 
VIZ: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
{rected to make a report to the Senate, showing 
what would have been the operation of the Land 
Distribution bill, if it had been in operation during 
the year L841, and how much would have been the 
cistributive shares of each State and Territory, and 
tie District of Columbia, under said biil, accordinsy 
to the ascertained and estimated product of the 
land sales for the year. Also, the dis'ributive share 
of each individual, provided the said revenue 

hould have been divided out by the head to the 

entire pepulation of the Union, according to the 
census of 1840; and how much would have been 
the distribuuve shares of the States, Territories, 
and District of Columbia, and individuals, pro- 
vided all the proper costs and charges upon the 
lands, consisting of Indian annuities, payable dur- 
ag the year, and the current purchases of lands 
from Indiana, in addition to other costs and charges 
named in the D stribution act, were first deducted 
before the distribution sheuld be made. 

Poe bill for the relief of David Waller, was 
takea up, asin Committee of the Whole; and af- 
ter some explanation by Mr. PIERCE, was re- 
p ried to the Senate without amendment, and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

‘The bill introduced on yesterday by Mr. Ben- 
TON to postpone the operaticn of the Bankrupt 
law, with a view to amendment, came up in or- 
‘er, and was read the second time. 

Mr. BERRIEN moved its reterence to the Com. 
nittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON saw no necessity for its refe- 
rence tO any committee. Prompt action was 
wanted. He hoped, therefore, the motion would 
not prevail. 

Mr. BERRIEN said, in consideration ef the 
fact that several petitions touching the subject bad 
been referred to that committee, he te k it for 
granted that the bill should “have the same refe- 
rence. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped it would not be referred 
at all, unless it was the understanding that the 
committee would report at an early day. The ob- 
ject of the bill was for a suspension of the law. It 
was his object to engraft upon it, when it came up, 
an amendment for the repeal of thatlaw. He be- 
lieved that there was a great reaction in public 
opinion with reference to the question. It was 
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passed precipita'ely at the last session; and since 

that ime, the couatry had examiued, not only its 

provisions, but the quesiion of the propriety cf any 

law, and there was a great change, he believed, 

with reference to i!. He thought those interes‘ed 
ll i 


in the bill should have an opportunity of perfect- 





ing it, if it were to to operation; and. unless 
ihe commiutiee was to report at an «arly day, taat 
oppora could ni e afforded. 

Mr. LINN rem he gentlemen of the Whig 
party OF their eou ne oller day on the question 


of reference of the biil to repeai ihe Disiribuuen law 

tk lect committee. They tren 
contended thatit was a simple quesuou of repeal, 
no details to iavestigate, &c. and that it was not ne- 
cessary to refer it for that reason. He contended 
impie question not to repeal, 

und there’ore iess necess'ty 





that iats, also, was a 
but merely to posipon 


existe ts peference to the Jadietary Commit- 
tee. ‘Pae Senate not only refused the reference of 
the Distribuiion biil te the Commitice on Military 
Ailairs, or to a seiect committee, as proposed by 
hint, but refused to refer it at all. He did pot ob- 
J to cou hes ie then thought preper to 
take, b ie hat they would act in 
accordanre with the vore given the other day. 


Mr. BERRIEN said the motion was submitted 
vader the belief that as chairman of the Judiciary 
Commitiee he regardcd the motion as proper—the 
subject of postponement having been 
presen‘ed to it on the petitions already referred. If 
itseeme.! proper to carry out the views of the peti- 
toners by a reierence of the petitions to that com- 
miitee, he thougnt this bill sbould have a like dis- 
position. With relauon to the bill for the repeal of 
the Distribation vet, rm ferred to by the Senator from 
Missouri, be did think the Senate competent to de- 
cide on it wiidjout reference, it having been passed 
In accorcane? with uumerous petitions; and no new 
lights could be eclieved by berg sent to a commit: 
tte, Bat he conceived the condiiion of this subject 
different. It was said by many that the bill was 
impracticable, and required amendment. From an 
interchange cf opinion with the conmnittee, he knew 
that if they found i to be the case, they would feel 
it their duty to repor: as early a- practicable on the 
bill, if it was referred. He hoped the bill would 
not be hurried through without reference. 

Mr. KING wovlt go against any reference of 
this subjee!, and especia'iy to the Committee on the 
Jadiciary. When the Senator from Missouri, the 
other day, reported a bill to repeal the Distribution 
act, It was repored with an additional proposition, 
which was, tnat the proceeds of the sales of the 
pubiic iands should be applied to the defence of the 
country; and the proposition involved the whole 
financial policy of the country. In answer to what 
was then saidthat the bill should be sent to a se- 





ara 
reneal and 


lect committee, for the purpose of investigating the 
condition of the Treasury, and ascertaining whether 
it wasin acondition to meet the expenditures for 
the erection of defences, and if not, that the distri- 
bution stiould step, and the proceeds of the lands 
should be applied to that ebject—they were told 
that the bill introduced by the Sena or was merely 
to repeal, and did nol require a reference, and that 
the object contemplated would only be endangered 
by having an ex parte report made upon it by a se 
lect committce. He, at that time, proposed to re- 
fer the bili to the Committee on Military Affairs, a 
majority of which belonged to the dominant party; 
but his motion did not prevail. 


And now, although 
a simple measure was: 


troduced, not to repeal, but 
mereiy to postpone the operation of a law until they 
could lock deliberately attt, and ascertain the wishes 
of the Arserican people, with a view to form cor- 
rect cpinions, these very gentlemen who opposed 
the several motions to reer which were then made, 
came forward an! proposed the reference of the 
snbject to the Committee on the Judiciary! But 
if the measure was righ, in itself, and was to be 
considered as a bankrup! law, there was scarcely a 
man who would notsay thit the bill was grossly 
defeciive, and must be amen'ed to insure the pur- 
poses which it intended to accomplish. It would 
not do to let this law go by until it was tco late to 
amend it; andif the opinion was entertained that 
this law was such a one as should go into opers- 
tion, it surely was proper to postpone it a day suffi- 
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ciently distant to enable them to bring to their aid 
all the lights which had been ‘shed upon it since 
the passage of the bill. He hoped that gentlemen 
would preserve their feelings of consistency; and, 
as they had the, other day refused the reference of 
a bil which had in view a simple proposition to 
repeal, be trusied that they would not persevere 
now (when a proposition was made, not to repeal, 
bat merely to postpone the operation ef an act) 
iz insisting that the billof the Senator from Mis- 
souri should be sent to a committee opposed to its 
objee!; and thus cuaage the wauie ground which they 
iben assumed. , 

Mr. MANGUM saic it was true there would be 
inconsisiency in acting on a different principle 
from that maintained the other day in relation to 
referring the bill tor the repeal of the Distribu- 
tion act, and he regretted the motioa of his friend 
from Georgia had been made. He confessed that 
he was in favor of postponivg or suspending for 
the present the Bankrapt act, because he believed 
in iis present shape it could not be carried into 
eilect. He had Jearned from the very best judicial 
authority of the country, tha! Mts provisions are 
utterly impracticable, and that considerable modi- 
fications are indispensable; unless the officers of the 
judicial courts courts could be endued with ubiquity, 
the act could not be carried into effeci. He there- 
fore called upon his friend (Mr. Berrien} to 
withdraw his motion, with a view of allowing the 
consideration of the bill to come at once before 
the Senate. He believed the operation of the act 
ought to be suspended and postponed, but to a day 
much earier than that named in the bill of the 
Senator from Missouri. Lime must be allowed 
for maturing the amendments necessary to render 
the act practicabie. 

Mr. CALHOUN concurred with the Senator 
from North Carolina, and alihough he had resolved 
to propose an amendmeat to the bill, going at once 
toa repeal of the act, he would now suspend that 
intention, and would consent to a simple postpone- 
ment. He hoped there would bea general con- 
currence on this point, as ali must be satisfied that 
there is an absolute necessity for postponement. 

Mr. CLAY thought that the reference proposed 
was proper, and he had no idea that the committee 
to whom it might be given in charge would retain 
it until the law shou!d go into effect. They were 
told by those who made ithe bill the particular 
subject of their altention, that some amendments 
must necessarily be made to carry it into effect, 
and that the purpose of the suspension was to 
enable them to introduce amendments; but whether 
banking corporations were to be inc!aded or not, 
made no difference. They learned fro:n all quarters 
that some amendments were indispensable; and this 
was one of those subjects on which he could see no 
impropriety in yielding to public opinion, if he could 
be satisfied that a modification of the law was 
called fir. On former occasions he gave his opi- 
nions in accordance with the principles which he 
made his guide, not becaase his State called for 
this act, bat upon the broad principle that it was 
called for by the commercial! and other States, and 
thatthe Gove: nment only possessed the power to pass 
such alaw He would repeat, that if he could be 
satisfied, beyond all controversy, that the public 
were opposed to the law, or the retention of it upon 
their statut:-books, he would have no objection to 
suspend i's opera‘ion or favor its repeal. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had endeavored last session 
to illustrate the matter—twenty years ago he had 
investigated this subjee’, and stated then, as he 
did now, that such a bankrupt law must be wholly 
impracticable. When five hundred thousand 
bankrup's, oreven one hundred thousand, are to 
take the benefit of the act, and must all pass 
throngh the Federal courts, i® mast neeessari'y be 
an impracticablelaw. ‘There is no alternative but 
either to augment the Federal district courts to 
meet the cecasion, or to suspend the Jaw itself. 
The Constitution gave to Congress alone the au- 
thority to pass bankrupt laws, and the principle 
had been decided, over and cover again, that the 
cases of bankruptcy arising under them must be 
decided by the courts of “the United States. On the 
immediate question of reference to one commiltee 
or another, he had nothing to say. Alli he would 
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do, would be to cal! 


gentiemen to whom 
might be referred, 2y how the Federal! district 
courts are to accomplish all the duties this act 
will thrown upon them how the cases brought 
into court the first month of the operation of 


law can be disch: os erry a he ns 


Mr. HENDERSON said thai the power being 


in the Constitution, — the power having been 
taken away from the States, to pass bankrupt laws, 
it was the s a in duty of Congress to place the 


subject in the best practicable form. He did not 
believe that this iaw wa defective as to pre- 


clude it from being carri 
though he be 
he was 


{into execution; and al- 
ieved that the process must be slow, 
satisfied that something could be done. 
However, he had amendments 
should be made which would opera- 
tion; butlet them not act the part of children in 
this matter, by passing a Jaw, and, before it went 
into effect, protract the commencement of its 
Tation. He had to believe 
lic sentiment had changed upon this subject. Tia 
bankrupi law was not preper at the present time, 
when would it be proper to enact one? He hoped 
that the bill we be re l{tothe C raltiee on 
the Judiciary, that they might c 


no oojection toat 


laciiita'e ont 


; 
ope- 


that the pub- 


) reacon 
» Teason 


ferre 


nsider the subject 


deliberately and report upon pian to facili- 
tate the operations of the law; and he trusted that 
they would not delay, as he was convinced that i 


could, even as it Row was, go into immedi 
ration. It could not be put 
courts; it was, 


rat harm could it dv} 


ate ope- 
into —_— ration by the 


} a" nt 
lo ail inte already 





Then wt But it could be put 
into execution, and, he repeated, into successful 
execution. It cou'd not do all which was de- 
manded, it was true, with the despatch of a week 
or a monih, but what could be done, ought to be 
done. 


Mr. PRESTON lerstood the bill to be one 
merely to postpone the operation of the Bankrupt 
act. The question of postponement, then, was the 
only question to be considered. Tis 
gain time for consideration, as indicated by the 
mover of the bill. If referred to a committee, it 
will depend on the nature and amount of business 
before that committee whether the subject can be 
duly considered and reported upon before the day 
fixed for the act to go into operaticn. It was alto- 
gether a grave question, and he (Mr. Preston) 
thought it ought to be considered now, and by the 
Senate itself. Heconcurred with the Senator from 
Alabama that consistency is a jewel. If there was 
no other inducement to have the matier in the bands 
of the Senate, tnat of consistency ought to re- 
commend that course. He would therefore pro- 
pose that the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Bren- 
Ton] should be allowed to take his own course in 
the progress of his bili. He (Mr. Preston) con- 
fessed that he was, the eee ener ed to the re- 
ference of the Senator’s [Mr. Linn’s] repeal bill 
to any committee; on the same principle, consis- 
tency demanded that ne should disapprove of such 
a reterence now in regard to a bill which does not 
go any thing like so far as repeal—it only asks for 
postponement, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON did not care how the bill 
was disposed of, so far as regarded the question of 
reference, but he thought thal, as the Committee 
on the Judiciary had had the whole subject berore 
them, they cou!d soon ascertain whether it would 
be necessary to repeai the ac I, or to mo lity It, so 


obyeci is to 


as to make it eflicient; and they could then report 
to the Senate in accordance wilh their maiure deli- 
beration 

Mr. TALLMADGE said that there were nn- 
doubtedly detects in the Jaw, butt could ( 
rected from time to time, as ex ence might sug 
eest. He was opposed to any postponement, and 


especially to any reprad of the law, and he wante 


it to go Into Operation al the tine fixec, when th 
officers whose duty it wou'd be t administer it 
could ascertain the dclec!s, and make them known 
J ny r COIs oY ry denrecaied 
wit - vieW to r corres n. i pre ed 
' < viich the least p f 
the delay o , ; 
, called pon the iriends of U 
would occasior, o : 
nce 


measure to rally be ‘ 
Mr. BU ICH A! N AN | Hau ala, 
believe that wiih the present judi 


country, the Bankrupt law could be exer, 


-ady siated he did not 
“| courts of the 


~nted. He 


(i 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


lid not propose to go into the me: f the 





} p eto PO INK ne m ! Gi th mea- 
re itself, nor to ailude to the change of public 
niiment in rence to it He confined himself 

o view of the utter impracicabdility of the act. 
It attempted to be carnied into efiec n the Ist of 
t uary,a cified Will SOC found whe- 
her his friend from I York, [Mr. Tattmapar, ] 
himself, was right. The law of 1800 be cited 
is evidence to show that this bill would be more 
l.thoult of execution than thal. It embraced more 
cases, and was more extensive. Cases were to be 
determined in the circuit courts on the different cir- 
cuits, and this would lead to an overwhelming 


amount of business. Sixiy days, his Lfe on it, 
we aid prove it trae that the bill couid not be en- 


forced. It would, for this reason, scon become un- 


popular, and then odious. The courisin New 
York would not be enabled to get through their 


UUSINeSs 


Mr. HENDERSON said he 


appreciated in part 
what had been said by the Senator Pennsyl- 
vania. He pointed out difficulties without point- 
manner in which they could be obvia- 
ed. All the ts could 


irom 


ot oh 
ne out the 


courts were open, accou 





be audited, and, being audited, were seitled under 
a form Known and preseribed in this bankrupt law. 
Cases there might become extrem litigated, and 


ments, but not to the exten 
tioned by the Senator from Missouri and the 
tor trom Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BENTON observed that it was but 
Ss, or thereabouts, tll the act weuld go is 


, aa 
It x 


present embarras 


i men- 
Sena- 


} 


thirty 
io ope- 


a commit- 


ration as not to be expec'ed that 


ce friendly to the measure itseli, would be in any 
extraordinary harry to report back a bill to post- 
pone the operation of that measure. If there is to 
be any . aes ement, ii is time those affected by 


the bill should know it, 


that they mizht avoid pre- 





cipitation. was no occasion to refer the bill 
to a committee for consideration, Lecause there was 
nothing in it to be considered but postponement, 


and of that the Senate was most competent iself to 


judge, If, tS lleged in favor of reierring to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, there are numerous 
petitions to be considered, thats a strong reason 


why the operation of the act s 
that time might be 
connection with the act 
s both Houses and the Exeeutive in time to 
suspend the act; but is there any chance of that, if 
referred as desired? He had givenhis bill the 
mildest possible form; far short ot “on own wishes, 
which would lead him directly to repeal. He had 
shaped tt merely to call for postponement, wiih a 
view cf disarming opposition; but as he saw there 
was evidently a strong disposition to insist on the 
reference to'the Committee on the Judiciary, which 
he felt to be tantamount to a denial of postpone- 


hould be postponed, 
{for considering them in 
This bili will have 


gaine 
itself. 


to pa 


ment, he would, on that question of reference, call 
tor the yeas and nays. 

They were ordered; when 

Mr. BERRIEN said he was not willing to let 
this discussion close in silence. The Bankrupt bill 


had before been deliberately considered, 
and passed, and the question now was whether it 
posiponed for the reasons which had 

He denied that the bill was incapa- 
ble of practical operation. ‘There might be faults 
which r amendment, and it there were it 
was proper for the Judiciary Committee to consi- 
der them. If this was the reason for pos pone- 
ment, it was the proper season for refi The 
committee would evade no responsibility, and in 


4 


discussed, 


shouid be 


been given. 


quired 


rence. 


er examination would report according to that 
exatnivati n [tit found th tt ‘ould 
executed ey ¥ 1 re i on for 

the exlension o time torthe eslorce menaiof the 
D , satha  wena'e an ] hi u uf mre nta- 
es coulda up the measor oof embar- 

i mnt hi there oUU GLO or 250 000 bank- 
rupts, it would i ibt add a uch to the labors 
of ihe judiciary; or, if the ca re to be all of 
ioVv i cnar I ould be more rea- 

1 in the argument whic been advanced. 
Bul there ws o } bilit f this, With the 
resent jadicial mechinery « he pation the bill 
could go int A Having said thus much, 
he was ready fer action upyn the motion which 


I 
the Senate might per to make, 


MRK pr 


| 


I 


on the referenc2 to 
iciary, and decided in 
nays, as follow:: 

Berricn, Clay of Ken- 
, Hend rson, Hun- 
Simmons, Southard, 


The question was then put 
the Committee on the Jud 
the negative, by yeas aD 

YE AS—! Mes SSIS. Bat 9 
tucky, Clayton, Evan ‘Girabas 


lington, Morehead, Porter, 


} 
i 
t 


Tallmadge, Williams, and Wocodbridge—15 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoan, Fulton, King, Linn, McRo- 


Pre niiss, Preston, 
ecticut, Smit h of 
Woodbury, 


fylouton, Pie 
Smith cf fase 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wright, and Young—25. 
Tne bili will take its pl. 
ject to be disposed of at any 
The bill reported from the Committee on Pablic 
Lands, with an amendment, to establish an addi- 
tional land district in the S'ate of Albama, was 
taken up, the amendment agreed to, and the bill 


1 ing. 


berts, Mangum, 
Rives, Sevier, 


sce on the calendar, sub- 
time. 


ordered to be engrossed for a third read 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESET 
Toresnay, December 28, 
The journal of yesterday was 


proved. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST asked leave to present a 
communication from the Collector of Providence, 
setting torth (as tie Reporter undersicod) the ne- 
ces:ity of immediate repairs to the custom-house in 
that place. 

Mr. T. desired to refer it to the Committee on 
Commerce wiih a resolution. 

Mr. GOGGIN obj i, unless all were'to havea 
similar opportunity. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS asked I*ave to make 
a report from the Commiitee on Invalid Pen- 
S10ons. 

Mr. GOGGIN « 
could be received. 

Oa motion of Mr. JAMES, the House passed to 
the orders of the day, being the 

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

The House resumed the consideration of the un- 
finished business of yesterday, beiag the following 
branch of the resolution heretofore offered by Mr. 
FILLMORE: 

Resolved, That 
tarif be referred to the 
tures. 

Which resolution Mr. Aruerron had heretofore 
moved to amend by striking out the words “Com- 
mittee on Manufactires,” and inserting the words 
“Comiunittee of Ways and Means.” 

Which amendment Mr. Ruert had heretofore 
moved to amend by adding thereto the following 
words: 

“With i inst ructions tha!, should it be in their opi- 
nion expedient to lay addit ional duties, they shall 
be so laid as not to discriminate in favor of any 
particular class of industry in the United States.” 

Mr. HUDSON resumed from yesterday, and 
concluded his argument. He first corrected aslight 
error in the report of his remarks in the National 
Intelligencer of this morning, which he said was 
otherwise very correct, What he had stated was, 
that, by an official report made to the Legislature 
of Massachusetts in 1837, it appeared thal the num- 
ber of persons en ngaged in manufactures in his 
State was 117.000, and that this did not include 
those engaged in tre smal! manufacturing basiness 
carried on in families When he gave way to the 
motion for adjournment yesterday, he hi 


j rday, ad stated 


VYTATIVES. 
1841, 
read 


and ap- 


ected, unless reports generally 


so much thereof as relates to the 
Committee on Manufac- 











that, as a ceneial principle, protection, when the 
duty Was wisely laid, and imp ion those arti 

cls which were mannufsctored in this ce ary. 
tended to reduce, rather than increase, the price of 
those artic'es. Toere wer me exceptions to this; 
it might be ror a very limited period thata duty im- 
p sed on an artic! ld ( its pric ; but 
the reverse was the genera! trath. It might be 
said, in answer to ibis, that if the effect of diseri- 
minating daties was to redace priee of arrcles 
in this country, it would farnish no protection. He 
could clearly s show | ik cy although the ‘osition of 
a duty tended to deere the price of a , still 





the manufacturer was s protected He illustrated 





— a a 





